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ME Noury Pasha Ai Said Minister of Defense Iraq 1 Noory 


Nuvi Pasha al Said, the present Frime Minister of 
Iraq, has served as Minister of Defence in the thin, 
fourth, seventh, tenth, and eleventh cabinets, as Prime 
Minister and Minister of Economics and Communications 
in the twelfth cabinet and as Minister of Interior as 
Well as Prime Minister in the thirteenth (the present) 
Cabinet, 

Nuri Pasha, who is a Sunni Moslem, was born in 
Baghdad in 1888. His family which was not very import- 
ant in the social, political or business world of 


Baghdad, was sufficiently wealthy to educate him in the 


military 
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military schools of the olty and to send him to the 
military college at Constantinople. He did not par~ 
tioularly distinguish himself as a student but he was 
very popular with his fellow students and with the 
members of the faculty. ‘hile in Constantinople he 
became interested in the drab movement for independence 
and joined Aziz Ali Beg, one of the most noted of the 
leaders of this movement. After he was graduated fram 
the military college of Constantinople he was assigned 
to the Sixth Army Corps, later to the staff college 

and during the Balkan war served with the Turkish army 
in the field. After this war he returned to Iraq, but 
having learned that Turkish officials suspected him of 
being engaged in pevoLutLoNaey activities fled to Egypt, 
returning to Iraq only after the British had ocoupied 
Basrah in i914. For the next two years he was one of 
the followers of Said Talib Pasha al Naqib, a political 
leader who practically ruled the southern part of Iraq 
at this time. At the outbreak of the Arab revolt Nuri 
Pasha joined the Arab forces in the Hejaz and was shortly 
mede ohief of staff of these forces. When the Arab Gov 
ernment was established by Amir Faisal at Damasous he 
was given several important posts in his Government. 
4fter the overthrow of this Government he accompanied 
imir Faisal to Europe and acted as his ohief adviser, 
eventually oconduoting negotiations with British offiolals 
in London which finally lead to the establishment of a 
National Government in Iraq ani the placing of King 
Faisal on the throne. Nuri Pasha accompanied His lajesty 


to 
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to Iraq and has maintained his connections with the King 
up to the present. 

In Iraq Nuri Pasha has served in some capacity in 
the Government for all of its life and when Naji Pasha al 
Suwaidi's cabinet resigned in Karoh, 1930, he was called 
upon to form a new cabinet. This he did and he has held 
power as Prime Minister since that date. : 


rot 


The Cabinet whioh he formed was not considered tio ' 
be a strong one and was chiefly notable for the fact tied 
every minister, except the Shish Minister of Education, ‘\, 
hed served as an officer in King Taisal's Arab forces. | 

During the last two years Nuri Pasha has proven him- 
self to be a clever negotiator, and a good diplomat, as 

well as a good fighter. He has so strengthened his 
position with the Chamber of Deputies and with the Senate 
that Enaas bodies will do what he wants. When his Cabi- 
net was first formed, his brother-in-law, Ja'’far Pasha 
al Askeri, was considered to be its strongest member, 

but that is not the case at the present time as that of- 
ficial, who has been acting as Prime Minister for the 
last three months while Nuri Pasha has been in Europe, 
has not been able to handle the Chamber of Deputies, and 
important Government legislation is being held over until 
Nuri Pasha can handle the matter personally. 

Upon assuming office os Frime Minister, Nuri Pasha 
decided that the Chamber of Deputies as it was then form- 
ed could not be depended upon and immediately dissolved 
it. This was a rather arbitrary action which was violent- 


ly denounced by the Opposition as Unconstitutional, 


However, 


However, undisturbed by this critioion Nuri Pasha left 
the preparations for the ensuing elections in the hands 
of his Cabinet and spent the sumer in London negotiat- 
ing with the Iraq Fetrolewm Company. When he returned, 
he found that the Opposition had gained great power in 
two or three sections of the sountry. He inmediately 
transferred the Minister of Intericr, the officer ochief- 
ly responsible for handling election matters, to the 
Ministry of Finance, took over the duties of the Miniatry 


of Interior himself, and arranged matters so efficiently 
btn oe che. ieee SNe within a few weeks that in October elections only those 
a $i ate candidates whom he selected were elected. However, dur- 
heed ena ioe coh Cae, ing his absence the Opposition had been very active and 
a 8 soon as Parliament was assembled began to give him a 
errr great deal of trouble. Indeed during November and 
December, 1930, and during part of January, 1931, it 
was believed that he would be forced out of power. How- 
ever, he fought incessantly and finally won out by draw- 
ing from their ranks two of their most prominent leaders, 
Muzahim Beg al Pachachi, whom he made Minister of Interior, 
end Tawfik Beg al Suwaidi, whom he sent to Teheran as 
Mini ster. 


Ser 
sen 


It must be admitted that Nuri Fasha has been sup- 
bet ported by King Faisal and by the British,mainly for the 
| reason that he has either followed out their policies or 
7 his own policies have met with their approval. However, 
| he has not been in the least sycophantio, but has fought 
. &trenuously when British desires have not met with his 


approval. He has had many arguments with the High 


Commissioner 
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Commissioner and has often Carried his point. One hight 


when I was invited to dinner at the Residenoy and the 
High Commissioner wag late, Lady Humphrys said to me in 


"This is the fault of Nuri Pasha, 


That man will argue anu argue for hours and has often 
kept Sir Francis 


an exasperated manner: 


in his office long after the dinner hour", 
Ne 18 popular with the people partly for the reason 
that he made a reputation ror bravery during the drab 
revolt whioh endears him to them as a man without fear, 
and partly for the reason that he knows how to handle 
them, greeting them as friends and confidants when that 
seems to be the polioy to be pursued and being stern and . 
a striot disciplinarian when necessity seems to demand | 
this attitude. That hia reputation as a fighter was not . | 
undeserved was indicated prior to the eleotions of 1930, 
at whioh time he fought Yassin Pasha al Hashimi to such 
an extent as to lead his brother-in-law, Ja'far Pasha al 
Askeri, to warn him that he could not live in Iraq were 
Yassin Pasha to become Prime Minister. | 
His Cabinet has not supported him at all times, nor 

has he ever received full cooperation from them, On nu- 
merous occasions this or that group of Ministers has 
threatened to resign, but Nuri Pasha hes been able in all 
Cases except that of Muzahim Beg al Pachacht to smooth 
matters over and avert a orisis. It is probable that 
this attitude of his Cabinet is due in part to the fact 
that several of them have had connections with Yassin 
Pasha al Hashimd and are still considered to be ready to 
Support that Opposition leader. It is possible also 
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that it 1s in part the result of his owmm actions as on 
numerous occasions he has usurped their prerogatives, 
and has made decisions pertaining to their ministries 
without consulting then, giving as his only exouse that 
the action taken was necessary and consequently no dis-~ 
oussion of the matter was needed, 

While Nuri Pasha will use force to put through his 
measures, he prefers to use eny other taotios, He has 
often made statements before Parliament in order to in- 
fluence votes which did not recite the facts. For ex- 
ample, he stated prior to going to Jeddah to negotiate 
treaties with the Kingdom of the He jaz and Nejad, that 
matters pertaining to an Arab Federation would be dis~ 
oussed; later a denial that King Ibn Saud had agreed to 
discuss that matter was issued at Jeddah. While the 
negotiations were going on with the Iraq Petroleum Com- 
pany he announoed in Parliament that the Company hed 
agreed to make such ani such annual payments; Sir John 
Cadmen told me a few days later that this mattor had 
been disoussed, but that nothing even approaching a 
definite agreement had been reached, However, he has 
been very lucky, as he has made most of his statements 
Game trues, 

During his term of office he has carried through 
the following importent matters: 

Successful negotiations with the Iraq 
Petroleum Company and ratifioation of a new 
Agreement with that Company; 

Treaties of friendship ond Pe ieee: 


meroe, eto., with the Kingdom of the He jaz 
and Ne jd; 


Treaties 
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Treaties of friendship and anity, commerce, 
ete., with Trans-Jordania; 


Treaties of friendship ond amity and of 
commerce with the Yemen} 


Treaties of friendship and anity, com- 
merce, eto. with Turkey 


He has oarried on negotiations for Similar 
treaties with Syria ana Persia which are now 
in such shape that, so it is reported, signa- 
tures only are necessary, 


Very recently he settled the dispute with 
the Iraq Petroleum Company Over the payment of 


the annuity, and successfully maintained Iraq's 
viewpoint, 


Moreover he quiokly and successfully put an end to 
&@ serious general strike in the country which ooourred 
during the summer of 1931 and which seemingly could not 
be handled by his Cabinet while he was absent in. Europe, 
During his tem of office he established the Iraqi Air 
Foroe, which now consists of nine trained Iraqi pilots, 
He has inoreased the amy and made it more efficient. 
He has succeeded in Gradually diminishing the power of 
the British advisers (this may of course be partly ao- 
counted for by the fact that the british are gradually 
preparing to give up the mandate), and his Gabinet 
ministers have more power than those who ever served 
Before, He has also sucoseded in gradually diminish- 
ing the numbers of the British who serve. as oivilian 
eployees of the Government, and it is understood that 
their rapid disappearance from publio life will be ac- 
celerated in the near future, 

Nuri Pasha is not the oare free and light hearted 


man who took up the position of Prime Linister. Two 


years 
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years of constant struggle to hold his party together, 
to withstand the attaoks of the Opposition, to get good 
terms from the Iraq Fetroleum Company, to withstand 
British demands have made their impression upon hin. 

1t is know that he has requested to be permitted to 
resign, alleging that his health will not permit him to 
oarry on the duties of Prime Minister, but expressing 
his willingness to serve in any other capacity. His 
appearance amply supports his contention that he ia not 
well. 

Nuri Pasha married the sister of Ja'far Pasha al 
Askeri, one of the leading men in the country. He has 
one son, but no daughters. The son has been for some 
yoars a student at Cambridge, where he is reported to 
be doing well in his studies. He has lately obtained 
ean English Government's air pilot license and will pro=- 
bably be in the Iraq air force when he returns to the 
country. Nuri Pasha's wife is without doubt the most 
popular Iraqi woman in Baghdad, as far at least as the 


foreign colonies are oonoerned. 


Nuri Pasha is a very affable man who never insists upon 


being regarded as the Prime Minister. He associates to 

& great extent with the foreign colony and is frequently 
to be seen on the tennis courts of the Alwiyah Club. He 
and his wife are good contract bridge players and are to 


be met often in British homes where that game is played. 


Both of them are most hospitable hosts even when contrast- 


ed with other Arabs whose hospitabity is proverbial. 
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H. E. Tawliq Pasha Al Swaidi 4,8. Heory 
The Suwaidi (spelled aleo Swaidi or Suaidi) family 
has not been prominent in either financial or political 
circles of Baghdad until recent years. Yusuf Effendi 
al Suwaidi, the father of the present Minister to Persia, 
was a moderately wealthy landholder of Baghdad and during 
the latter years of his life en influential Sunni Moslem. 
4fter the war Yusuf Effendi began to take a prominent 
pert in politicos, being known for his extreme views as 
to complete and immediate independence for Iraq. As a 
Prominent Sunni he formed one of the Gommittee which at- 
‘empted with some success to unite Sunni and Shiah to 


resist 


wots 


resist the placing of Iraq under a mandatory power, The 
work of this Gommittee culminated in the distrubances 
of 1920, and for his part in fomenting this disturbence 
the British tried to arrest him, but he fled from the 
country. «A few yoars afterwards ho Was permitted to ree 
turn, and while, until his death a few years ago, he was 
again active in politios having been President of the 
Chamber of Deputies on several occasions, he never again 
actively opposed the mandatory power, 

Taufik Beg al Suwaidi was born in Baghdad in 1691. 
He completed his primary and secondary education in the 
schools of Baghdad and was sent to Constantinople in 
1908, graduating from the Law Sohool of that oity in 
1912, He then took a law course for two years in Paris, 
returning to Baghdad prior to the outbreak of the war, 
During the war he served as a reserve officer in the 
Turkish ormy until 1918. During the period 10918 to 1921 
he lived at Damasous, where he served as a judge in the 
courts but resigning this position after a short time 
accepted the position of instructor in Roman and Inter-~ 
national Law at the Damasous Law School. In 192) hoe 
returned to Baghdad where he was immediately appointed 
Assistant Counsellor to the Government and was at the 
same time made the Direotor of the Iraq Law School. 
Shortly afterwards he was promoted to the position of 
Counsellor to the Government and instructor in Roman 
Law and Folitical Eoonomy in the Law Sohool. His Govern- 


nent posts Bince that time have been as follows: 
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J 2 925, appointed Director of 4dmind stration 


in the Ministry of Justice and served until January i4, 
1928; 


On January 14, 1925, he was appointed Minister of 


Eduoation in Abdul Muhsin al Sa'dun's Cabinet (in order 
to comply with the constitutional law shich 1s to the 
effect that a Minister cannot serve more than six 


months in a cabinet position unless he is a member 


of the Chamber of Deputies, he was elected to that 


position as a Deputy from the Dulain Liwa on May 9, 
1928). In this Cabinet he was said to have been 
the Prime Minister's right hand man, 

During the recess of Farliament he was appointed 
as the Iraq Delegate to the Jeddah Conference and left 
Baghdad on that mission in July, 1928, returning to 
the city upon the failure of the conference, 

He was appointed in Ootober, 1928, as one of the 
three delegates to negotiate the revision of the Finan- 
Olal and liijlitary Agreements with the British High Con- 
missioner, The result of these negotiations brought about 
& political deadlook and the Sa'dun Cabinet resigned 
about the first of the year 1929, but consented to aot 
until a new cabinet was formed. 

On April 29, 1929, Taufik Beg was called upon to 
form Iraq's ninth cabinet. He did so, und in this cabi- 
net was Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs as 
Well as Aoting Minister of Awaaf. Shortly after his as- 
Sumption of his new duties a Labor Government came into 
Control in England, and this event lead Iraqi politi- 
‘lens to believe that Irqq would now have the opportunity 
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to move more quickly toward independence and admission 
to the League of Nations; their belief was strengthened 
when in 4ugust, the British Government declared their 
polioy regarding ingland's relations with Egypt, and 
especially their promiso regarding Egypt's candidature 
for membership in the League. ‘The King and the promi- 
nent politioiens desired a more experienced Cabinet in 
power so that any opportunity offered might be quickly 
seized, and Consequently Taufik Beg was urged to resign. 
He resisted for some two months, but finally in Auguet 
the pressure became too strong for him and he handed in 
his resignation, and withdrew from power on September 19, x92 
1929. Shartly afterwards when the new Chamber of Depu- 
ties met on November 2, 1929, he was elected as President 
of that body and served in that position until the end 
of the session in March, 1930. 

Taufik Beg and his brother Naji Pasha, also a 
former Prime Minister, joined the party in opposition 
to Nuri Pasha al Said, the present Prime Kinister, and 
worked against him in the elections which were held in 
Ootober, 1930. Taufik Beg ran again for eleotion as 
the member from the Dulaim Liwa where he was very 
popular, bdut shortly before the elections, seeing the 
attitude of the Government and the “steam-roller" tao- 
ties being employed, he withdrew as a candidate and 
Consequently was not a member of the new Parliament 
Which was opened on November 1, 1930. while both he 
and his brother, Naji Fasha, were rather active as 
opposition leaders, and caused some trouble to the 


rime Minister, Nuri Pasha, neither of them are 


extremists 
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extremists and soon withdrey from active participation 
in opposition activities. 4s a result of Nuri Pasha's 
efforts to split the opposition Luzahim Beg Paochacht, 
one of the extreme opposition leaders was induced to 
accept the position of Minister of Communications and 
Works on January 8, 1931, and twelve days later Taufik 
Beg was appointed to and accepted the position of Envoy 
Extraordinary ond Minister Plenipotentiary at Teheran, 

Taufik Beg has now been at Teheran for almost a 
year. rom all accounts of his work there, he has suo- 
ceeded in managing a diffioult post in an acoeptable 
manner, Some rumors have been rife recently to the ef- 
feot that there will be Cabinet changes in the near future, 
and his neme is always mentioned in that connection for 
one of the protfolios, 

Taufik Beg has had a good education and has gained 
& much wider knowledge of foreign affaires than have most 
of the prominent Iraqi politioians. Je spoaks Frenoh 
fluently, Turkish fluently, inglish woll and is said to 
have some lmowledge of Persian. He was a prominent. 
member of the Iraqi Club and most assiduous in his at- 
tendance, being very fond of contract bridge. He is 
most hospitable host and a popular man not only with 
his fellow countrymen, but with the foreign colony of 
Baghdad. He is said to be not quite so clever as his 
more prominent brother, Naji Yasha al Suwaidi, and is 
certainly not so good a speaker; however, he is straight 
forward in his methods, oalm in troublous times and a 


men who will undoubtedly become a power in the country. 
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Ja'far Pasha al Askeri was born in Baghdad in 1885, 
He is a Sunni Moslem and his family is of pure Arab 
blood and of great social and political prominence, He 
received his primary education in the schools of Baghdad 
end was sent by the Turkish Government to complete his 
education in the Military College at Istanbul. During 
the early years of the war he served as an officer in 
the Turkish army and was awarded the Iron Cross by the 
Germans for his service in the Semissi desert in the 
western portion of Egypt. In that year he was captured 
by the Dorset Yeomanry regiment and sent as ea pricener 


of war to Cairo. 


when 


et 


When the*Arab revolt broke out he renounced his 
allegiance to Turkey and joined the 4rab army in the 
Hejaz where he performed so well that he was decorated 
by the British. After the war he served in various 
capacities in the shortelived srabian Government of 
Syria and come to Iraq in Ootober 1920. Wis ability 
was immediafely recognized and he was appointed 
Minister of Defence in the Cabinet of the Nagib whioh 
funotioned prior to the arrival of King Faisal in the 
country. Since that time Ja'far Pasha has deen Minister 
of Defence in three Cabinets, Minister for Foreign 
4ffeirs in two Cabinets and Prime Minister in two Cabi= 
nets. During the last few years he has also acted for 
short periods of time as Iraq diplomatio representative 
in London, =, ' 

He is popular in Iraq and is also popular in 
England, On several occasions while he has been Iraq's 
diplomatio representative at London the regiment which 
captured him, The Dorset Yeomanry regiment, has given 
& banquet in his honor on the anniversary of his oap~ 
ture. While he was stationed in London he studied law 
and passed the English bar examinations and is the 
first Iraqi and possibly the first Arab to have done so. 

The men of Ja'far Fasha's family are of medium 
Stature but very fat. It is said that his father weighed 
over 500 pounds and Ja'far Pasha, when he went to London, 
although about five feet eight inches in height weighed 
about 250 pounds. Vhile studying for the law he also 


took a very strenuous treatment for overweight. He was 


successful. 
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successful in his efforts along this line but unfortun- 
ately over exeroised or dieted too rigorously and as a 
consequence has dilated his heart, He also suffers from 
gallstone and his physioal condition is such as to make 
it extremely unlikely that he will engage much longer 

in an active political life such as politicians mst 
lead in present Iraq. 

When Nuri Pasha formed his first Cabinet in Maroh, 
1950, Ja'far Pasha, his brother-in-law, had been as~ 
signed as Iraqi Minister to Persia for the reason that 
the Iraq Government believed they must have a very 
strong man in that country. However, Nuri Pasha re~ 
soinded these orders and Ja'far Pasha was ordered to 
Baghdad to take over the duties of the Minister of 
Defenoe. The main reason however, for putting him in 
the Cabinet was in orjer to hand over the duties of the 
Prime Minister to him while Nuri Pasha was in London 
during that summer. Ja'far Pasha, although a weak man, 
although he was suffering from gallstone and although 
he fainted in one or two conferences because of heart 
trouble, carried on the duties of his office during the 
hot summer of 1930 in a very efficient manner, as was 
to be expected. As soon as the Prime Minister returned 
Je'far Pasha resigned his Cabinet position end was 
elected as President of the.Chamber of Deputies where 
his popularity and his organizing ability was of great 
service to his party. He held this most difficult posi- 
tion very sucoessfully during the turbulent period of 
Novenber, December, 1930 and January, 1951, during whioh 
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the Opposition was causing the -Government party a 
great deal of worry and as a matter of fact was 
threatening for a time to force than out of offioe. 
4s soon a8 the power of the Opposition was broken, 
Ja'far Pasha insisted upon returning to London as 
Iraq's diplomatio representative. He served in London 
until October, 1931, but was recalled by Nuri Pasha 
in that month for the reason that Jamil Beg al Nadfai, 
President of the Chamber of Deputies, had revolted 
against Nuri Pasha and was causing the Prime Minister 
@ great deal of worry. As soon as Ja'far Pasha reach- 
ed Baghdad he was elected a member of the Chamber of 
Deputies to take the place of a deputy who had recent~ 
iy died and became the Government candidate for the 
presidency of that chamber. He was eleoted of course, 
but did not hold the office long for the reason that 
the differences between the Prime Minister and Jamil 
Beg al Madfai were soon smoothed over and that politi- 
clan was returned to his former office. He then became 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister for Defense. 
Ja'far Pasha is very strongly pro-british. This 
fa not for political reasons but is due to his personal 
feelings. He has no desire to live in Iraq, his sole 
thought being to return to London, if possible as Iraq's 
diplomatio representative but if that is not possible, as 
& private citizen. On numerous occasions he has saori- 
ficed his personal inolinations to the wishes of King 
Faisal and has thrown himself into the politioal turmoil 
of Iraq when he was not physically fitted to do so. He 
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believes that he has sacrificed enough for the Government 
and 1t is very possible that he will force King Faisal and 
his brother-in-law, the Prime Minister, to send him to 
London again in the near future, 


Ja'far Pasha was long considered to be one of the 
most popular and one of the strongest men in the country. 
Of late months, however, his power seems to have been 
waning as during the last two months he has been acting 
as Prime Minister and has not been able to put through 
Government bills which it is bolieved tha Primo Minister 
will have no diffioulty in passing as soon as he returns 
to the country, It is very possible that his ill health, 
his consequent inability to handle matters in the calm 
end efficient manner whioh characterized his former po- 
litioal life has brought about this result, It is also 
possible that his 111 health has caused him to be very 
impatient with his fellow countrymen who are members of 
the Chamber of Deputies. On one occasion when I commen- 
ted on a violently anti-British spsech whioh had been 
made a few days previously on the floor of the Chamber 
of Deputies, he said to me in an exasperated tone of 
voios: "Unfortunately in my country the man who dams 
England most heartily is considered to be the greatest 
patriot. My fellow countrymen have no gratitude for what 
Great Britain has done for them, in faot the majority of 
them have no knowledge of what Great Britain has done. 
They believe that we are capable of establishing and main- 
taining a suitable government after only ten years of 
National life, They want to run before they have learned 
to crawl." Jatfar Pasha was also very impatient with the 
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election laws of the Country and asked mo why his vote 


was equal only to the vote of one ignormt, unlettered, 


and uncultured day laborer, Ho expressed the opinion 


that the vote of an educated Iraqi should have two or 


three timos the value of the vote of an uneducated Iraqis 


that the vote of on educated Iraqi who had traveled be« 
yond the boundaries of Iraq should have more value than 
the vote of an Iraqi who had been educated in the country 
and who have never visited other lands, 

as stated before Ja'far Pasha at present is very 
desirous of getting out of Iraq and insists that he does 
not intend to again tuke an active part in the politios 
of his country. It is probable that after a year or #0 
of rest in London he will aghin be in the thiok of the 
politioal fight at Baghded, for he 1s too popular a man, 
too experienced an official, and too capable a man to be 
permitted to disassociate himself from his Government and 
without doubt he will be forced to return within a short 
time 1f that is in any way possible. 
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E, Nadji Pasha Al Swaidi. 


The Suwaidi (spelled also Swaidi or Suaidi) family 
was not prominent in either the financial or political 
Ciroles of Baghdad until the last fifteen years. Yusuf 
Effendi al Suwaidi, the father of the two brothers who 
aré so prominent in the Iraqi affairs, was a moderately 
Wehlthy landholder of Baghdad who did not mix in politicos 
during the Turkish regime in the country, but who came 
to the front during the war and who created for himself 
& large following after the conolusion of the war by ad- 
Vocating complete and immediate independence for Iraq. 


te was a prominent but not a fanatical Sunni Moslem and 
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it was mainly due to his efforts that the Shiah Loslems 
were induced to unite with Sunni Moslems in opposing the 
military rule of Great britain in the country. The work 
of the committee of whioh he was such a prominent member 
finally lead to the revolt of 1920. This revolt failed 
and the british authorities attempted to arrest him. 

His reputation with the people was enhanced by the dramatio 
method by which he effected his escape from the British 
police, as he disguised himself as an elderly woman and 
traveled into Syria in one of the desert caravans. A 
few years afterwards the British granted amesty to the 
politioal oxiles and Yusuf Effendi returned to Baghdad. 
He again took an active part in politios and was eleot- 
ed to the Presidenoy of the Chamber of Deputies on 
several ocvasions, but until the day of his death, which 
ocourred a’few years ago, he did not reswye his opposi- 
tion to the maniatory power. During the latter years of 
his life he was aotively assisted in his political ocam- 
paigns by his four:.sons, one of whom is a prominent 
medical doctor of Baghdad, another a judge in the Civil 
Court, a third became Prime Minister of the country and 
is now Iraq's Minister to Persia, and a fourth, Naji 
Fasha al Suwaidi, the most prominent of the four broth- 
ers, has served not only as Prime Hinister of the country 
but in various other cabinet positions. 

Naji Pasha al Suwaidi was born in Baghdad in 1882. 

He received his primary education in the schools of the 
city and was sent by his father to take the law course 
in the Law College of Istanbul. After graduating from 
this school he practiced his profession for a time and 
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first entered Government service when he was appointed 
by Emir Faisal as Civil Governor of 4llepo, which office 
he held throughout the short life of the Arabian Covern- 
ment of Syria. after the revolt of 1920 in Iraq, he 
returned to the country and since that time has served 
as Minister of Interior in tyro cabinets, Minister of 
Justice in one cabinet, Minister for Yoreign 4ffairs in 
one cabinet, and Prime Minister in the cabinet he was 
called upon to form after the death of Sir Abdul Muhsin 
as Sadun in November, 1929, 

Naji Pasha al Suwaidi has the reputation of being 
a very clever and conservative politioian. In contrast 
to many of the political leaders of tke country he seems 
to make no move without studying the situation from all 
angles possible. He has a pleasing personality, is a 
most hospitable host, and is very popular with a large 
section of the population. During the short life of the 
cabinet which he formed, which lasted only four months, 
he took up very actively together with Yassin Pasha al 
Hashimi, who was his Minister of Finance, the question 
of reducing Government expenditures drastically in order 
to balance the budget. He presented a soheme which 
Called for the consolidation of many Government offices, 
the, reduotion in staff of many other offices, ond the 
consequent discharge of many British civilians who were 
@mployed by the Government. This soheme did not meet 
with the approval of the High Cormissioner, Sir Franois 
Humphrys, and Naji Pasha not feeling himself powerful 
Snough to combat the High Cormissioner's influence re~ 
Signed in Maroh, 1950. During the sumer of that year 
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he, together with the members of his former cabinet, 
formed an Opposition party and began to campaign for 
the eleotion of their followers (to positions in the 
Chamber of Deputies) in the elections which were to 
take place in October. The Opposition soon found 
that the party of King Faisal and Nuri Pasha, the 
Prime Minister, intended to use "steam roller" tao~ 
tics to have elsoted only those who would support 

the policy of the new cabinet. Some of the Opposition 
leaders began a campaign to boycott the election but 
this extreme action was never favored by Naji Pasha, 
In the Fall elections, Naji Pasha, Yassin Pasha al 
Hashimi, Ali Jawdat Beg, and Rashid al Gailani, four 
of the Opposition leaders, and five of their followers 
secured seats in the Chamber of Deputies. For sone 
weeks after Parliament assembled in December the Op- 
position leaders believed that they could gradually 
draw to their party enough Deputies to force Nuri 
Pasha's Cabinet out of office. The Opposition's ohiefr 
argument at this time was that oertain terms of the 
Anglo-Iraq Treaty of 1930, whioh had been rushed 
through Parliament by Nuri Pasha, the Prime Minister, 
in the first day of its session, should be revised. 
However, Government had worked too efficiently in se- 
lecting the members of the Chamber of Deputies and the 
Opposition found that they could do nothing. Conse- 
quently Yassin Pasha and certain other of the leaders 
decided to impress the King with their power by uniting 
With the Nationalist party, which is the extreme Opposi- 
tion party, is composed mostly of Shiahs, and insists 


upon 


f 


Laces SI 


L] 
ol 
' 


upon the repudiation of the 4nglo-Iraq Treaty of 1930, 
This move did not jibe with the conservative ideas of 

Naji Pasha nor did the bitter attack, which the Opposi- 
tion now began to launoh against the Government, please 


him. He therefore resigned his position as a nember of 


the Chamber of Deputies in February, 1931 giving as his 


reason 111 health brought about by the constant political 


turmoil and a desire for rest. The Government party 


refused to accept his resignation but were reluctantly 


compelled to do so a month or so later as he deolined to 


attend the meetings of the Chamber of Deputies and ree 
fused to confer with the political leaders on any subjeot,. 
After his resignation Naji Pasha spent some months 
traveling in Europe, in Eastern Mediterranean countries, 
end in visiting his brother Taufik Beg al Suwaidi at 
Teheran. He is at the present time not taking an active 
part in the politios of the country, but is residing 
quietly in his home at Baghdad ond gathering oround him 
his friends. He is regaried by both the politioians 
and the publio as a strong man; he is reapeoted by all 
Glasses of the people; and without doubt, since he is 
only 49 years of age, his politioal life is by no means 
over and he should exeroise a great influence on the 


future history of his country. 
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Highest rank or title ..._; linister of Justice 


Sa, crepe ease ond Seed. seeps pac 3 SL Hh erst adele 


Position _.................... “Anister of Justice 


tte ee we ee 4 ene ee ee eee eee tenes meen enenes 


Date appointed. March, 1930 Party affiliationsGovernment (aha) 


Birthplsce.. SUASimaniyeah, Iraq. Date of birth... WAQ8 


Education ..... SOnO015 of Baghdad. 


Tt ene ee ewe ree a meee coe ce men ence reese cee wem ete m eens tee Beene wet en ee eees 
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Previous career... cerved in Turkish army until arak_ revolt... Served under 
Enir Faisal at Damasous, Practiced Jaw.in. Baghdads.... Served in. 
yerious minor. jJudiolal capacities..in Iraq from.1924 +9.1950 when _. 


"s first. Cabinet. 
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Personal intelligence: 
Marriage M@TTied to a Kurdish woman. 
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kr ; he United States, and predilection, 
TEMARKS (including any outstanding feature of record in internstioral matters, sigeideant uttereaces for or agalast ¢ . ¢ 
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Jatal Beg Baban was born in Sulaimaniyah in 1895. 
He is a hurd, his family being one of the most powerful 
in the northeastern section of Iraq. He received his 
early educational training in the Military School of 
Baghded and later attended and graduated from the Law 
School of that city. At the outbreak of the war he en- 
listed as a private in the Turkish army but was soon 
promoted to be a non-commissioned officer and in 1915 
Was made a 2nd Lieutenant. In the battle of Um al 


Taboul he was captured by the British and sent as a 


prisoner 


prisoner of war to India. At the vutbraak-of the drab 
revolt he was released by the British and immediately 
joined the Arab forces in the Hejaz. He accompanied 

the Arab forces to Damasous where he was given command 
of a battery of artillery and the rank of Captain. When 
the Arab forces were driven from Damasous he returned to 
Iraq and began to practice law. In 1924 he was made an 
Assistant Criminal Magistrate in Baghdad and later on in 
the same year was promoted to be a Judge in the Civil 
Courts. He did not hold this position long as he was 
goon transferred to Sulaimaniyah as a aivil magistrate. 
Three years later he was elected a member of the House 
of Deputies to represent Erbil Liwa, a Kurdish distriot. 
In Maroh, 1950 he was appointed Minister of Justice in 
Nuri Pasha al. Said's first Cabinet and given the same 


} . portfolio when that official fomed his second Cabinet. 
While Jamal Beg Baban has always oarried out the 
duties of the various offices he has held in an accept- 
So AA able manner, he has never demonstrated that he was a 
cos 2° partioularly brilliant man nor a hard worker, Without 


shu doubt he secured his Cabinet position, not on account of 
ee his abilities, but from the fact that he is a member of 

we & powerful Kurdish famiay and it 1s Government policy to 
have at least one Kurd in the Cabinet. He is not popular 
with the Prime Minister, Nuri Fasha, who believes him to 
be a follower of Yassin Pasha al Hashimi, the Ghief Op- 
oe position leader. Moreover, Jamal Beg supported very 

actively, some years ago, Kurdish aspirations for an 


autonomous government and it is rumored that while he 


cannot 
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cannot, of course, Openly support Kurdish demands, he 
sympathizes with them and would prefer to see the 
Kurdish districts of the country independent of the 
Government of Iraq or at least under British supervision, 

Jamal Beg does not have a wide oirole of frtends or 
acquaintances but assooiates ohiefly with the Kurdish 
deputies. He appears to be an even tempered and cheerful 
man and does not have a reputation as a fighter. His 
chief amusement seems to be contract bridge, whioh game 
he plays with only a fair amount of skill. 

It is not probable that Jamal Beg will ever wield 
much influence in the Iraq Government, but 1t is possible 
that he may take an active part in ohampioning the Kurdish 
oause and due to his family influence may wield some power, 
He speaks, in addition to his om lenguage,,a fair amount 
of English and is said to speak Frenoh fluently. 
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Jamil Beg al Rawi was born in 1892 in Baghdad, lie 


attended the military schools in the city and later attend- 
ed and graduated from the Mdlitary College in Istanbul. He 
served with the Turkish army only a short time, as he joined 
the Arab army in Hejaz upon the outbreak of hostilities be- 
tween the Arabs and the Turks. He remained in the He jaz for 
ten years, holding several important positions among which 
Wes that of Military Governor of Medina. Later he became 
aide-de-camp to King Ali of Hejaz and was appointed Minister 
of War during the Wahabi invasion of that country. He ac- 
CoOmpanied ex-King Ali on his flight from the Hejaz and came 


with 


fe 


in 


with him to Baghdad. 


“ = 


In 1926 he was made the Master of Ceremonies at King 


Faisal's court. The next year he was elected a member of 


the Chamber of Deputies and soon became the Vice President 


of that Chamber as well as the Vice President of the Sha 


or Government Party. Due to ex-King Ali's insistence, Nuri 
Pasha was persuaded to give to him the portfolio of Communi- 
cations and Works in his first Cabinet, but shortly trans- 


ferred him to the Ministry of Defenoe. Jemil Beg and the 
Prime Minister did not get along well from the first, as 

Nuri Pasha felt that he was not a capable man and did not 
want him in tho Cabinet. Moreover, Jamil Beg beoame dis- 
gruntled at the result of the elections of October, 1930, 
since certain of his candidates were not successful, and 

threatened to resign. At the time the Prime Minister was 
very anxious ‘to present a united party front to the Oppo- 


sition and was therefore compelled to compromise. 


Due to the disturbance created by Jamil Beg al Madfai 


in his attack upon Liuzohim Beg al Pachachi in the summer 
of 1951, Nuri Pasha's first Cabinet resigned. It is 
probable, however, that a means could have been found by 
the Frime linister to have gotten Muzahim Beg out of the 
Cabinet without allowing matters to go to suoh an extont, 
but the situation was not wholly unpleasant to either 
King Faisal or Nuri Pasha. King Faisal wanted Dr. 
Abdullah Beg Damluji, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
out of the Cabinet as he disliked him extremely. Nuri 
Pasha wanted to get rid of both Jamil Beg al Rawi and 


Rustum Beg Haidar. In his new Cabinet neither Muzahin 
Beg 
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Beg al Pachachi, Dr. Abdullah Damluji ox Jamil Beg al 
Rawi were included, 

Jamil Beg ol Rawi is a slight man of the student 
rather than tho warrior type. lle 1s yell liked by his 
subordinates who state that he is a very just and cone 
siderate man. liowever, in his oonduot of the business 
of his office he never displayed any great amount of 
enorgy or ability and it is not probable that he will 
ever have any great power in Iraq. iowever, as long as 
ex-King 414 remains in the country, Jamil Beg will have 


a certain power duc to the backing of the King's brother, 
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MUZAHIM AMIN BEG AL BACHACHI 


Muzeahim Bachachi was born in Baghdad in lesa. He 
attended elimentary and secondary schools of the city 
and graduated from the Law School in Istanbul. After 
graduation he returned to Baghdad and began the practice 
of law. ‘The prominence of his family and their influence 
in both the social and financial circles of the city as- 
Sisted him in his profession and he very shortly earned 
the reputation of being a clever young lawyer. Muzehim 
Beg was not content with establishing a reputation through 
legal work alone, but within a few years, lead on by his 
desire for publicity, he established a newspaper in which 
he constantly attacked the Turkish officials and their 


rule 


rule. He dia not carry on in this mannor for a very 
long time until he inourred the enmity of Turkish 
officials in Baghdad and was compelled to move to 
Basrah where Turkish offictals had little real power, 
He was living in Basrah at the time the British foroes 
occupied the oity in 1914. «As he spoke English to an 
extent he applied for end obtained a position as 
translator in the courts, By assiduity in studying the 
English language and in studying Indian and military 
law he soon obtained and held until the end of the war 
the position of Chief Translator in the Civil Court. 
4fter the war he again practiced law. The knowl- 
edge he had gained of Indian ana military law benefited 
him greatly and he rapidly inoreased the modest fortune 
he had inherited from his father, ; 
His abjlity as an orator gave him a prominent place 
in the community and his wealth and sooial position to- 
gether with his knowledge of law gave him a prominent 
Place in the political, business, and social life of 
Iraq. This was recognized by Yassin Pasha al Hashimi, 
who, when oalled upon to form a cabinet in August, 1924, 
gave him the portfolio of Communications amd Works, This 


was the cabinet which carried through the first Convention 


with the Iraq Petroleum Company and Muzehim Beg being 


Minister of Communications and Works signed this Convention 


and was acoused at the time and is still acoused of having 


accepted a large bribe for doing so. Yassin Fasha's 
Cabinet was foroed out of office due to the agitation 
against the oil Convention and huzahim Beg returned to 
Hillah, in whioh district his own and his wife's tribes 


reside 
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reside, campaigned for and gained a seat in the Chamber 


of Deputies. For the next few yeers he utilized all his 


undoubted oratori cal powers in constant fulminations 
against the Government, 


advooating reforms in every de- 
pertment and reduotions in expenditures. 

it is very possible that the Government desired to 
get him out of the country, at any rate ho was appointe 
ed Iraq diplomatio representative in London in Maroh, 
1927. He had hela this position Slightly less than a 
year when he was recalled to Baghdad. The reason assign- 
ed for his recall at the timo was that he had been inju- 
dicious in his interviews with representatives of the 
British press, as several articles appeared in which he 
was quoted as having most heartily ocondemed Great 
Britain's actions in Iraq. Without doubt that was at 
least part of the truth, but during a recent trial in 
which he as plaintiff acoused a newspaper editor of 
libel 1t appears that there was more to it then that 
and that he had gotten into trouble with an English 
woman « 

Muzahim Beg upon his return to Baghdad immediately 
launched other attacks against the Iraq Government and 
6specoially against the mandatory power. He did not con- 
fine his activities to Iraq but on several occasions 
traveled to Syria and to Palestine where he endeavored 
to stir up the Opposition parties against the French and 
the British. 

During the last two months of 1950 Nuri Pasha, the 
Prime Minister, was severely pressed by the Opposition 
and almost forced out of power; however, he finally 


succeeded 
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succeeded in defeating the Opposition by drawing into 
his own party two of their chier leaders. One of these 
men was Iuzahim Beg to whom Kuri Pasha gave the porte 
folio of Economics and Communications (formerly known 
as Communications and iiorks), Inasmuch as the Iraq 
Petroleum Company was at the time negotiating for a 
revision of their o11 concession and since the Ministry 
of Keonomics and Communications handles ell o11 matters 
it was widely rumored that uzahim Beg would not have 
the chance to obtain a second bribe from the Company. 

4t the time he was inducted into his new office he said 
to me: "I was aooused of having received a large gold 
pen for signing the Iraq Petroleun Company Convention 
and they are already asking me if I will not get a 
larger one for signing the Ajgreement," However, a fow 
months later Buzahim Beg was transferred from the 
Ministry of Eoonomios and Communications to the Ministry 
of Interior. At the time he announced to the newspapers 
that he had been shifted because he could not agree to 
the terms offered to the company by the Government, but 
it was rumored that he had attempted to hold up the Iraq 
Fetroleum Company and that Nuri Pasha, learning of his 


actions, had taken away from him any ohance of doing so. 


Whether there is any truth in this rumor cannot be stated; 


it appears not, for Nuri Pasha, when he went to Europe in 
June 1931, made him acting Prime Minister. 

4s acting rrime Minister and as the hinister of 
Interior he was compelled to handle a strike which was 
Called in most of the large oaities and towns of the coun- 
try during July, 1931 as a protest against proposed 
Municipal taxes. This strike, which soon developed into 
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a political manoeuver rather than an economic protest was 
managed by the Opposition leaders, Those leaders were 
partioularly bitter against Muzahim Beg because he had 
deserted them and endeavored to cause him as much trouble 
as possible. Kuzahim Beg played into their hands because 
he assumed a most dictatorial attitude, refused to listen 
to any advice and browbeat and swore at the munioipal 
councilors. The strike was not settled until Nuri Pasha, 
who had been summoned from Europe, returned about the 


an middle of the month. Muzahim Beg had lost a great deal of 


reputation during the strike and further inoreased his un- 
popularity by utilizing his power as Minister of Interior 
to remove from office the Mayor of Baghdad, a very popular 
mane Agitation against him became very strong; he was 
attacked in the newspapers and denounced before Parliament. 


Finally the President of the Chamber of Deputies, a friend 


“a of the ex-Mayor of Baghdad, and twelve of his followers 


fee ak 


resigned from the Government party as a protest against 
Muzahim Beg's being retained in the cabinet, Finally the 


hee cabinet was forced to resign and Nuri Pasha was called 
Lae upon by King Faisal to fom a new cabinet. In this cabi- 
Peas net Muzehim Beg was not inoluded. 


Muzahim Beg still retains his seat in the Chamber of 
Deputies but his power is gone for the present as the Op- 
position will have nothing to do with him and the leaders 
of the Government party, with the possible exception of 
Nuri Pasha, would prefer to see him out of their ranks. 


wae However, Mugahim Beg has undoubted ability as an orator 


aa and a fomenter of trouble. Ile is a wealthy mon who does 


hot need Govormment office and he has some power among 


the 


HE.” 


- 6 = 


the tribes of the Kuntafig area, It has been rumored 


lately that the Opposition leaders have shown an inoli- 
nation to forgive and forget and it is more than possibile 
that he will again be inoluded in their ranks at some 
future date. tlihether Muzehin Beg will ever be able again 
to attain a prominent place in Government or Opposition 
oiroles cannot of course be foretold, but one thing seens 
certain and that is that he is too ambitious and too 
capable a man to be long suppressed and whether within 


the party or acting as a long agent he is a man who will 
have to be reokoned with. 
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Jamil Seg al Medal was born in Mosul in 16890. e 
received his educational training in the schools of Osul, 
in the wilitury schools of paghdad and in the ilitary 
Ollege of Constantinople from which he graduated as an 
artillery officer, luring his college career at 
Onstentinople he was an active member of the ahd, a 
Secret comittee working for the independence of the 
ATabs and at the outbreak of the arab revolt in 1916, 
he deserted the furkish army and joined the revolting 
forces, hen jyria was occupied by the Arabs and an 
Arab Government was sot up there he held some few posts 


in that covernment but in 1916 he and some other young 


i 


arab officers formed the projoct of driving the 

British army of oocupation out of Iraq and of bringing 

the country under Arab domination, These irregulars, 
having armed and equipped themselves by looting caravans 
they oncountered in the desert, opened their cempaiagn by 
attacking the British garrison at pelr-rz=zor. Not 

having had much success in this initial attack they 

moved toward the oast and Jamil peg led the forces which 
attucked and captured Tell 'affar subsoquont to ond during 
which attuck several British officers wore killed. After 
the capture of this place he operated in the vicinity of 
Mosul, destroyed the railroad line between Baghdad and 
Shergat and in other ways caused the British foroes a 

great deal of trouble. ‘or his work at fell ‘'affar, a 
British court Martial condemned hin to death ond he fled 

to Trans jordania where he was wiven the position of pirector 
of Folice. Later the British grunted him amnesty and he 
i.mediately returned to Iraq. He had not been in tho 
oountry any length of time until his organizing and 
executive abilities were rceooznized by the Government and 
for the next few yeurs he served as liutassorif of !tuntafik, 
‘marah, Diweniyah, Diyala and Baghdad. in each of these 
positions he gave the Government good scrvice and while 

h.. wus never very popular, due to his dominating personality, 
he was recognized as a strong and capable man, ‘hen Nuri 
Pasha formed his first Cabinet in Maroh, 1950, he appointed 
Jamil Beg to the portfolio of the Interior. This was 4 
position for which he wus fitted as, while aoting ag 
lutassarit, he had become familiar with prectioally all 


of Iraq und understood the peoullar problems which confronted 
officials 


officisis in the various sections of the country. During 
the two or threo months prior to Jotober, 1930, cabinet 
members were ohiefly engaged in preparing for the eloo- 
tions at which ti.e members of the new Parliament were ee 
be chosen. ‘This preliminary election work is always ohiefly 
in the honds of the }!inister of Interior and as "steam 
roller tactios" are employed by the Government in power 
during the olections the \inistor of Interior is supposed 
to utilize his position and influenoe to see that only 
those are elected who can be depended upon to support the 
Government. It was rumored at the ti... that Jamil Beg 

was not rollowing out his instructions to the lotter and 

by his tactios was permitting the Opposition too much 
leoway in certain seotions of the country. It is very 
probable that this rumor wes based on fact as Nuri Pasha, 
the Prime iiintster, who had been in Europe all the sumner 
months, immediately transferred Jamil Beg fron the Miniatry 
of Interior to the Ministry of ;inanoe upon his return to 
the country early in september. ‘The eloctions were oarried 
through as soheduled, being held in the north of the country 
on dotober 20th, in the central part of the country on 
October {ind and in the southern part of the country on 
Octobo: 24th. iden the results of the first day's elootion 
Were learned in Baghdad Tumil neg al MadfaL, Tamil Beg 
Baban, i{inister of Justioe, and Jamil peg al Rawi, Minister 
of Defence, inmediately tendered their resignations from 
the Cubinet. According to reports ourrent at the tie 
these officials had beoome disgruntled upon Learning that 
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of Deputies had been defeated, undorstanding that the 


only reason for suoh dcfeut was lack of Gove:mmont support. 


Nurd Pasha, the Friie sinister, managed in some way to 
smooth over this difficulty and the three iiinistera with 
drew their resignations, ;fter the oleotions were over 
Jamil Beg was again given the Ministry of Interior, but 
shortly resigned this post to be elected president of the 
Chamber of Deputies. 

While iluri Pasha, the Prime linister, was absent in 
Europe during July, 1951, quite serious strikes ocourred 
in many of the chie! tows and oities of the country. At 
the time iluzahim Beg al achachi occupied the portfolio 
of the Interior and was acting as prine Minister, This 
mean is a dominating and arzogant character who handled 
the strike as seamed best to himself without accepting 
any advice, Jamil Beg did not consider Muzahim Reg al 
Pachaochi's polioy townrd the strikers a correct one and 
criticized him severely and openly. Later on ‘uzahim 
Beg, acting in what is said to have been 4 very une 
constitutional manner, discharged the ‘!ayor of paghded 
from his office alleging that he had not cooperated with 
him during the strike. ‘This further enraged Jomil Beg, 
as tho ‘tayor and he are very olcsu frionds, ‘The rift 
between the ifinister of Interior and Jamil Beg gradually 
grew wider and finally just pefore the assembly of parlia- 
ment on November 1, 1931, Jamil Beg and twelve of his 
supporters resigned from the ahd or Government party, 
giving as their reason the Prine iinister's refusal to 
agree to their demands that iuzehim Beg al Ppachaohi should 
be compelled to resign from the counoil of :inisters. 


This or ated a great disturbance in Governnont oircles 


and 
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ond Ja'far Pasha ol askeri was hastily summoned from 
London to be the Government candidate for the prasidenoy 


of the Chamber of Deputies. Ne was Opposed by Tamil 


Beg who was given 25 votes, a surprising number, consider 


ing Ja'far Pasha's popularity and the fact that all Govern= 
ment support was behind hin. prior to this howevor, Nuri 
Pasha'ta Cabinot had resigned against the wishes of the 
Prime Minister who supported iMuzahin Reg ol Pachaohi,. 

King Faisal immediately called upon yuri pasha to form 
anothar Cabinet in which now cabinet neither Muzahim peg 
al Pachaohi, beoause of the strike trouble, pr. Abdullah 


Beg Damluji, the Foreign Minister who wus disliked oxtramely 


by his Majesty, nor Jamil Beg al Rawi, Hinister of Defence 
who was disliked by Iiuri Pasha, were inoluded. 

Gradually, friends of the prime Winister who were 
also friends of Jamil Beg managed to smooth over the 
oxLating difficulties and a few wecks aftor parlianent 
had assembled Ja'far Pasha resigned his position as 
President of the Chamber of Deputies to a:sume the port- 
folio of the Forcign office in the counoil of Ministers 
and Jamil Beg was again elooted to that position which 
he still holds (February 19352). 

Jamil Beg has the reputation of being a hard workor 
and a fighter. He is extremely disliked by the British 
who aocuse him of having treacherously killed certain 
of the British officers in the operations around }iosul 
which are mentioned in previous peragraphs. He is not 
liked by the prime Minister nor his ohief supporters 


beoause of his refusal to follow out orders and the 
His popularity 
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with the poople is nainly the result of the campaign 

ho waged against the british in the northern scotions 

of the oountry a8 ..6 is looked upon as one of the national 
heroos. lie is & short, stooky man who takes no ruoreation 
of any Kind. He does not engage in sports, he does not 
play cards, he is very seldom seen at sooial sffairs and 

he does not entortain. Ho speaks only a smattering of 
French but can speak no other forcign language. He used 

to be associated quite closely with Yasin Pusha al Hashimi, 
the chief of the opposition leaders and when he was first 
uppointed to a Cabinet position was considered to be Yasin 
Pashats man and his appointment to be a sop to that leader. 
It is probable thet as long as Iuri Pasha or Ja'far Pasha 
control the Governnent party Jumil Reg will not be permitted 
to obtain any great amount of powor. But in the event that 
Yasin Pashe is oalled upon to form a Cabinet, a thing whioh 
may occur in the neur future, Jamil Beg probably will 
openly join that leader and may become a poworful figure 


in the Government of the country. 
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Sherifion.family..during..Areb..ravolt......pacsme.asoretary..and advisor 
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-he-booame--King-in..1921,.... Remained..in.that..position..until.appointed 
dWnister-.of--¥inance..in..November.,...1930.......Still.holds..that..portfolio, 
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RUSTUM BEG HAIDAR. 


Rustum Beg Haidar was born at Mirja'youn, Lebanon, 
in 1889. He received his education in the local schools 
of Beirut and later became a teacher in the Government 
schools of that city, His ability was soon recognized 
by the Turkish officials who arranged that he should 
take a course in political economy at the Sorbonne, Paris, 
at Government expenses. He graduated from that Univeral ty 
and returned to Syria at the outbreak of the Arab revolt. 
le immediately joined the revolting forces, attached him- 
self to the Sherifian family and soon became one of mmir 
faisal's secretaries, He followed imir Faisal throughout 


the 


ee 
the war, accompanied him to Damascus and when he was 
driven from that throne followed him to Baghdad. 
When Emir Faisal became King of Teas he immedi- 
ately appointed Rustum Bag Haidar as his official 
georetary. He remained in that position until November, 
1930, when he was made a Senator by Royal Irate and given 
the portfolio of Finance in Nuri Pasha's cabinet. He was 
reassigned to that position in Nuri Pasha's second cabinet. 
Rustum Beg, as Private Secretary was a powerful man 
in the Government of the country, as King Faisal recognized 
his ability, took him with him on every trip he made to 
surrounding countries or Europe, had him present at all 
important interviews and fepended upon his advice in all 
important matters. It is understood that he still acts as 
King Faisal's adviser. During the negotiations between 
[ i Covernment ond the Iraq Petroleum Company for a revision 
J = of the convention covering oil concessions, in the country 
Rustum Beg took a very prominent and active part. I have 
been informed that the annual payment of &400,000 madg by 
the Company to the Goverment was due in great part to his 
enn ote... Pee ian insistence, and that all matters concerning taxation of 
Cinite wt a ae eee all kinds which are noted in the agreement wore the result 
en ee ee ss of his work. 
sahara sae « &, whet The public as a whole did not approve of his appoint- 
ment to the position of Winister of Finance 48 they con- 
sidered him an outsider and for some months after his 
assumption of the duties of his office many petitions 
_ were presented to the Palace asking for his removal. How- 
earet . | | : eM ever, as time went on the publio found that he was fight- 
eS ing for the country at Least ae herd if not harder than 
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the majority of Ministers and public attitude toward him 
hes changed. Ue is now recognized as a very hard worker, 
a very capable man, an able and Clever speaker and at the 
present time rumors can be heard to the effeot that in 
the event Nuri Pasha is compelled to resign, Rustum Beg 
may be called upon fo form a new Cabinet. 


Rustum Beg works so hard and so continuously that he 


has ruined his health and I have heard the Opinion expressed 


in the Palace that he will be soon compelled to give up his 
portfolio and will probably return to his former position 
as Secretary to His Majesty. 

Rustum Beg engages in no sports, his only recreations 
seem to be work and contract bridge. He is a calm, even 
tempered and affable man and while he does not make friends 
readily 1s very popular with those who know him. He speaks 
Yngliesh and Frenoh fluently and without an‘ accent. 

4s long as King Faisal remains on the throne of Iraq, 
Rustum Beg Haidar will have great influence in the cowmtry 
but it 4s probable that that influence will be gained in 
his capacity as an adviser to the King rather then through 
any publio office. 
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H. E, Nouri Pasha Al Said, Prime Minister ? J. S. Hory 
and his colleagues. Baghdad 


ABDUL HUSSEIN AL CHELABI 


Abdul Hussein al Chelabi was born at Kadhimain 
near Baghdad in 1687. He is a shieh voslem and 
members of this sect pay little attention to education 
other than that which can be obtained from the Koran. 
Abdul Hussein received all the education he has obtained 
from religious teachers at his birth place. He is 
reputed to be a man of little or no learning but he 
has held the position of Winister of wducation in 
several Cabinets. 

In 1925 he was given the portfolio of Minister 
of Sducation in the cabinet of Yasin Pashe al Hashimi,. 
He was given the same portfolio in the Cabinet of 


Abdul Muhsin Beg al Satdun in that same year. In 
1927 


1927 he was appointed as Acting Minister of Irrigation 
and Agriculture. In 1929 he Was given the portfolio 
of Minister of rduostion in Sir abdul }uhsin Beg's 
second Cabinet. He held the Bame office in the Cabinet 
which followed, Naji pasha al suWaldi's cabinet, and he 
was given the sume portfolio in nuri Pasha's first and 
seoond (present) Cubinet, 

Due to the fact that the shiah Woslems in Iraq 
are numerically more powerful than the sunni Hoslens, 
they must be recognized in the Cabinet and during the 
last few years Abdul Hussein al Chelabi has been 
seleoted by the various governments in power as the 
Shiah representative. He is the "yes" man of the” 
Cabinet, having very few ideas of his own .and beihg 
content to follow instructions. ‘he Shiahs reoognize 
the fact and he has very little if any power as a 
representative of that sect, However, due to his 
Willingness to acoept orders he will very probably be 
continued in his office und will be appointed to a 
Cabinet position for some years to come, 

Abdul Hussein has never posed for a photograph 
except ina group. ‘The attached photograph of Nuri 
Pasha and some of his Cabinet Ministers is the only 
ploture of Abdul Hussein which it is possible to 
procure, In this ploture he is to the extr:me right 


of the front rank and his photograph is indioated by 
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Porm ter Piers Caetele, Eminent Petsons, . 
4li_ ibn el Hy 
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Lineage... Purest. Arab. Lineagas..desoendant..of the Prophatie................ 
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Ex-King Ali, the eldest son of the late ex-King 
Hussein of the Hejaz, is a most Charming person who at- 
tracts those who meet him by his kindliness, courtesy 
and hospitality. The blood of generations of a princely 
and powerful family is plainly evident in his manner and 
his bearing, but he has not inherited from those ancestors 
much of the strength of character which permitted them to 
maintain their position. Certainly he has not show him- 
self to be as determined or as strong a man as his younger 
brother, King Faisal. 

During the summer of 1951, it was reported that ex- 


King Ali had strong hopes of being placed upon the throne 


of Syria 
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of Syria and I was informed by a reputable.resident of 
Baghdad that ex-King Ali had stated to him\that the 
Frenoh had encouraged him in this hope. However, if 

that was the case, the Frenoh soon gave up the projeot 

or at least became less desirous of bringing it to pass, 
It i8 possible that in the meantime they had heard from 
the Syrians as to thoir reaction to the proposal. while 

I was in Egypt during the summer of 1931, Z talked over 
tho matter with Emir Adel Arslan, a man who exerts a 
powerful influence in Syria and is a political refugee 
owing to his complicity in the Druse rebellion. Enir 

Adel Arslan told me that while the French offiodially 
denied any intention of placing exeKing Ali on the Syrian 
throne, there was evidently some truth in the rumors, but 
added that: suoh a project would never redéive the assent 
of promineht Syrians as indicated in their Letters to 

hin. He further stated that he knew ex-King Ali well, 

that he had every respsot for him, admitted that he had 

a very charming personality and had great affeotion for him 
a6 4 man, but could never oonsent to see him on the Syrian 
throne as he was entirely too weak to control the turbulent 
elements of that country. 

Later in the year there were persistent rumors to the 
effect thet ex-King 411 had been shelved in favor of his 
brother, King Faisal who would reign as sovereign over 
both Iraq and Syria. There were also rumors to the effect 
that the two brothers were not at all good friends owing 
to ex-King Ali's belief that King Faisal had worked 
against him. ‘These rumors were seemingly substantiated 
by exeKing Ali's sudden departure for Transjordan and 
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newspaper reports to the effect that he would visit his 
prother the Emir for a year, However, ex-King Ali re- 
turned within a few weeks, owing, according to ny 
informants, to the fact that King Faisal had written 
him that there was little prospeot of either of then 
gaining the Syrian throne and that for their ow future 
prospects it were better that they work together, 

King Faisal seems to have a great affection and 
respeot for his elder brother, and leaves him as Regent 
of the country during his rather numerous absences. 
While King Faisal rules in Iraq ex-King Ali will be a 
power in the country for his wishes will be respeoted 
whenever possibile. 

Ex-King Ali speaks Frenoh and Turkish fluently, but 
speaks no other foreign language. He has one son who is 
about 20 years of age. The son does not have the charn- 


ing personality of his father and seems to be a much 


‘ @oakor character. 
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pot paghdad, Iraq Date of preparation “Arch 2 ss _193 2 Prepared by. A. K, Sloan 


ee ete te Se te ee 


aaa eres - dma trntafl 


Postion At present has no official position, One of Ghief Opposition 
leaders, 


SORA Oe ee mre mwce eins cee re a weeeeee eer eweeseeenen ce 


Birthplace...........--- Baghdad, Iraq. Date of birth... 1882 
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Fducation Timeary % secondary schools of Baghdad; Law College of Istanbul 
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Reputation... Excoilent Personalitytfable, rather judicial type ' 
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Religion Sunni Moslem Recreations..... MOR: nnn ter A austell 


Ce ars ene ener 


Clubs TOE OLA 39 ocak she ean tls sas vin scd canta edeee tected dada tes eos caethedse 


Lineage... Pure Arab stock of some importance. 0 ee 


MEMARKS (including any outstanding feature of record in international Bastieey Secinant Sheree saree ois acts pea pa aher Ry # 
any, foreny particular country,ete. In east of s journalist, give particulars as to press tcaahian: : 
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RASHID ALI BEG GAILANI. 


Rashid Ali Beg Gailani was born in Beghdad in 
1882. He was educated in the elimentary and secondary 
schools of Baghdad end in the Law College of Constantinople. 
After graduation from the Law College he r: turned to 
Beghdad and began the practice of law, gaining the reputa- 
tion of being one of the best informed attorneys in the 
country. den the civil Government wes set up in Baghdad 
in 1921 he was appointed a Judge of the Iraq Court of 
.ppeals and served in that capacity until 1924 when he 
was made |jinister of Justice. 


rhe Cabinet in which he served was busily engaged at 


the 


~ - 


“BA - 


the time in negotiations with the company then known 
as the Turkish Petroleun Company, now Called the Iraq 
Petroleum Company, which was seeking an o11 concession, 
Rashid Ali was not at all satisfied with the terms which | 
the Govermacnt was prepared to acoopt and consequently 
when the convention was signed on March 14, 1925, he 
Jamediatoly revigned as a protest against such action, 
His resignation appealed to the public as an act of 
patriotism and oonsequently when he ren in Baghdad for 
membership in the Chamber of Deputies he was eleoted 
and shortly after the new parliament was assembled 
was Gleoted President of that chamber, 

Rashid Ali Gailani is not an even tempered man 


nor one who declines a fight when provooatiqn is offercd, 


i 
consequently, when during May 1926 the then winistor of | 
Finunce presented a droft of a law before the chamber | 
of Deputies which did not meet with his approval, he | 
engaged in a wordy dispute with that offioial which soon 
| 

beoame violont and which oreated a scandal in Government | 
| 


ciroles. As a result, he resigned the preasidenoy of the 


Chamber of Deputies, but when Parliament again assembled 
in the fall was i:mediately re-elected. He again rosigned 
this office in November, 1927 to acoept the portfolio of 
Minister of Interior in Ja'far pesha'ts Cabinet and 
continued in this office when Jatfar Pasha's Cabinet 

fell and Yasin Yasha formed his seoond cabinet. He 
resigned from this Cabinet as a protest against the 


‘nglo-Iraq Treaty of 1927 whioh treaty, by the way, Was 


never rutified. During 1928, 1929 and 1950 rashid ALL 


Gailani 


Gailani was o member of the Chamber of peputies but 
resigned from that body in February, 1931 together with 
Yasin Pasha al lNashi. 4 ona other Opposition leaders ag 
a protest against alleged "steam-roller" tactios of the 
Government. 

Au Gan be seen, Rashid 14 Gatlani has been an 
important personage in the Iraq Government sinoe its 
formation. He is a forceful and eloquent speaker who, 
contrary to the habit of most srab orators, confines 
himself to an exposition of facts and indulges in few 
flights of oratory. after each one of his resignations 
from the Cabinet he occupied hi self most assidiously 
in criticizing the Government and is recognized as boing 
one of the most powerful of the present Opposition 
leaders, Without doubt when the Opposition sgain comes 
into power Rashid Ali Gailani will be given every chance 
to influence Government action. At the present time he 
has no following and having lost most of his money has 
little opportunity to oreate a following. 
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Position -One..of..the chief leaders. of opposition to. present.covernment. 


Date appointed......... om Party afliliations.....Opposition.. 
Birthplaco..... MOGUL, DTA. ee. Date of birth....... BBG i 
Residenco...-BOGHAAG y.- LEQ... een neeeececcccccssneeseseeecesssesssensenen stesssttetiteneetieeesee ce 
Education-Secondary..sohools..of...paghdads. Military college,..tatanbul,.... 
Reputation......GOOG......-.....csecccececeseceeceeee Personality. Affable..and.plensing............ 


Influence...Does-not.have..a.large.following,..but.will..be..carried..along.. 
by Yasin Pasha al Hashimi, 

Previous career... 3erved-in.-Turkish army...until -Avab.reyolt...vas.with Arab 

forces..in.. the.-Heojaz..during.. remainder..of...the.war,....With.srab..govem—! 


nent-of -Damasoug‘was.-'ilitarycovernor.of.Aleppo..and-later.Goveranent 


Tepresenta tive.-at--Beirut.....came..to-Iraq.when.King.Faisal-ascended.- 
the -throne.-...served.-as--NMutassarif...(Governor).. of..several..districts, 
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twelfth Cabinet. : 
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ALI JAWDAT BEG, 


Ali Jawiat Beg was born in Mosul in 1686, He re- 


ceived his elementary education in the schools of that 
town but his family was neither rich enough to pay for 
further education in Baghded, nor influential enough 
to have him educated et Government expense, For some 
time he remained at Mosul with nothing to do, but 
finally in some manner he obtained the means of com- 
pPleting his secondary education at Baghded where he 
entered the military school. There he did good work, 
and Turkish officials managed to have him sent to the 
M1i teary College at Istanbul at Government expense. 


During 
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During his college course he joined the secret 
society of young Arabs who were interested in freeing 
Arab lends from Turkish domination and took an active 
part in that work. After graduation he was assigned to 


the Turkish army at Baghdad, but was shortly transferred 


to the Thirty-Firth Regiment, then stationed at Mosul. 
In both these places he acted an Liason officer between 


branches of the seoret sooiety for Arab independence 


which had been formed in Iraq and the headquarters of the 


soolety in Istanbul. 

then the 4rabs revolted in 1916 he immediately de- 
serted the Turkish army and hastened to the Hejaz. In 
the Arab army he held various posts and was comnanding 
the Camel, Corps in the last battle between the Turks and 
the Arabs. He then was appointed Military Governor of 
Aleppo, shortly afterwards Oivil and Mi1itary Governor 
of "Al Bugqa", and later representative of the Arab 
Government at Beirut, 

He resigned this last post to join some other 
young arab officers who had formed the project of driv- 
ing the British out of Iraq. With them he attacked 
Deir-ez-Zor and them moving to the west herrassed the 
British foroes stationed in Mosul and vioinity. How- 
ever, this movement met with little success and Ali 
Jawiat Beg together with his comrades fled the country. 
Yhon King Faisal ascended the throne of Iraq and amnesty 
was proclaimed ALi Jawdat Beg returned to the country 
and was immediately appointed Mutassarif of Hilleh, He 
then served as Mutassarif of Xerbela, hutassarif of 
Muntafiq, Minister of Interior in Iraq's Fourth Cabinet, 
Mutassarif of Diyala Liwa, Mutassarif of Basrah Liwa, 


and 
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and Director General of the Ministry of Interior, 


In all 
these positions he acquitted himself well and when Nuri 
Pasha al Said was oalled upon to form a Cabinet dunt ng 
March, 1930, 


he gave to Ali Jawdat Beg the portfolio of | | : 
the Ministry of Finance, 

The new Minister of Finance had seemingly had little 
preparation in life for this position and the poltoy he 
announced of strict retrenchment was most oertainly not 
a@ new oné. However, it was felt at the tine that he had 
been ohosen for a Cabinet post mainly because of his 
loyalty to the Arab cause and to King Faisal. It was 
soon rumored, however, that while loyal enoughi:to the 
King, he was a follower of Yassin Pasha al Hashimi, the 
Opposition leader, rather than of Nuri Pasha al Said, the 
Prime Minister, During the summer of 1930 the Opposition 
attacked the Government vigorously on the question of the 
Anglo-Iraq Treaty whose terms had been published during 
July. Ali Jawdat Beg was careful not to mix in the fight, ; 
and managed to preserve a neutral position until the re- 
turn of Nuri Pasha al Said from Europe in September. The 
Prime Minister immediately took up the fight against the 


Opposition and matters became very hectic. It was freely 
prophesied that Yassin Pasha al Hashimi would be too 
strong for the Prime Minister and that he would be forced 
out of office in the near future, and Yassin Pasha would 
be called upon to form a new Cabinet. At this stage of 
the game Ali Jawiat Beg resigned from the Ministry. The 
explanation he gave to the public to account for his ao~ 
tion was that Nuri Pasha al Said had not taken the Counoil 
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of Ministers into his Confidence in negotiating the treaty 


with Great Britain ana that hefore Signing that doounent 


on behalf of the Government he should have submitted it to 


them for their approval, However, there seens to be: 


another and quite different reason for his action, at 


least a high official very close to the Prime Mi 
me the following: | 


nister told 


Fria to the fomation of Nuri Pasha’ g Cabinet, it had 

been oustomary for each and every Cabinet to resign after 
passing some important legislation through Parliament, It 
was widely rumored that Nuri Pasha would be forced out of 
office prior to the elections whioh wore to take place in 
Ootober, or would be forced out soon after Parliament age 
sembled. Ali Jawdat Beg had wanted somé assurmoe from 
Nuri Pasha as to his chances of retaining office or some 
assurance that Nuri Pasha, if forced out, would look after 
him and see that a Goverment position was granted him, 
Nuri Pasha refused him such assurance; henoe the resigna- 
tion, 

Ali Jawdat Beg, as soon as he left office, joined the 
ranks of the Opposition and became one of their leaders, 
ably assisting Yassin Pasha in his attaoks on the Govern- 
ment and in his moves to ‘unite to his party the disaffected 
Shieh tribes, Judging from these actions it appears pos- 
sible that his resignation was a political move dictated 
by Yassin Pasha in the hope that it would so embarrass the 
Government as to assist in its speedy overthrow. If that 
Was the case, Opposition hopes proved unfounded as Nuri 
Pasha elected the Parliament he wanted elected and the 
Opposition could do nothing. This became plainly evident 
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when in January two or the Opposition leaders, 


Muzehim 
Be 


& Pachachi and Taufik Beg al Suwaids deserted the 
Opposition and joined the Government party. 


later the chtier Opposition leaders, 
Beg, 


A few weeks 


among them Ali Jawdat 
resigned their seats in the Chamber of Deputies as 


& protest against the alleged "8tean roller" tactios of 


the Government, and since that date Ali Jawdat Beg has 


not been before the public to any great extent, 


If and when the present Opposition take control (in 


informed people, such a shift 
will probably take place after Iraq becomes a member 


the opinion of many well- 


state of the League of Nations) Al1 Jawdat Beg, who has 
been Yassin Pasha's right hand man, will again become 
powerful, That he is planning to enter the politioal 
fight again and more vigorously seems evident from his 
recent application to be permitted to establish and 
print a daily newspaper, 
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Form for Diplomats, QfBctals, Eminent Persons, - 
Yusif Beg al Ghanimah 
ame ..2U8i1 beg al Ghanima i i qi 
File n (Best known name only) 777 Nationality... Traqdo ww. 


CONFIDENTIAL BIOGRAPHIC DATA 


Consult Diplomatie Ser 
sod Peal in Department Pp ¢ Serial 520 of August 7, 1986, and reforences therein. Fotms aro to Le Prepared on typewriter in triplicate, one copy for files 


Offices sending communications to ths European Information Center should forward oxtta copy of this form to E. 1. C, 


pot....baghdad, Iraq Date of preparation... MAT Oh | »--- L932 Prepared by.de..Ke..Sloan 
Family name....... Gh animah.. Xusit Mee . ” 


(Surname) ORO S Rm meme. meee eee meen meee ow manent ee een nenenbenne 


Highest rank or title... Minister of. Finance 


SOM ee Heme em abe mnwe we wet w eee wen cebaesehennecun 


. Covernment. 
Date appointed............ Tea wennnneneeneneenns Party affiliations -Opposition..(moderate)..to 


Birthplace.........- BSI s14 11-1 See Date of birth.......... 1885 
Residence.........- Baghdad. 


mem eetee 
ee mew ewe wwn senses aheenene 


CORR C OR CRON RR ROR Re CORO M ee Rees MOR eRe Reem en ee weet ene eae Ons was mee memm nn eran an een ene nee: wemenececcsacn 


Oe meee ten eee e nn eee ee amen senna reeeee 


Reputation......... Very...00d.......0..00220..00... Porsonality....PL@QGLNG.-.--.--.----------cececereeecseeeees 
Influence Being..a..Christian,..he.has..little.political--influence------------- 
Previous corcor.Prior..to..and-.sometime..after..the--wan-hoe--was--a-merohant} pence 
jeter.he..becama.a.newapaper..editor......iaa aleoted..member..of..Chamber 


of. Deputies... Mini sterof.Finance in.sir. Abdul Muhein! .Ceabinet...... 


eee oe errr ff err fT rir tT terre terre rrr ry 
ee ee ee en ett tet tnt) rr nh ere Tt eter ert Tt rere rT ts 


Attitudo toward the United States ........ BPLONG]LY....-.----------c-cee eoceccnncenecscesecesceseesernneneenonneenatees 


Servico in the United States...........---.00-. NM @ ---------nennnecceeseeccecceeesecceceeneeccceeesenceceesneeeeemeeenennenese 


PLOBYL GASH g -----------oeeeeeeceeseenenneneetenseeessenensecensenseaenseaseecsnnacscansesonsrarcecacenasanesnennennennes seats | 


Personal intelligence: 
Marriago.......... Married --hi 5 --OGUBLR-----------------nre-nern error cree eerencnnenen er stcee ns cree 
Childron..........: Threa..sons, eldest..tanj two. daughterBe 


Religion......... Christian.......... Recreations.........-- Ca Le) 6. > 


Linenge......... Arab. ChristLan..£ami Lycee cc ecceeeecceeeecceceeeeeeececees cestetnenenatess 


ection, 
REMARKS (Inctuding any cutstanding feature of record in international matters, significant utteranoas for or against ae anton oftle Speen ons, it 
ifany, forsny particular couttry,ete. Incase of a journalist, give particulars as to press represents ane ° 
cay, ete., and reputation for integrity, accuracy, and fairacss. If more space is nocded, use second sheet): 


YUSIP BEG AL GHAI 


Yusif Beg Ghanimah is a descendant of one of the 


4vrab Christian families which has managed to exist in 
Mesopotamia for a good many centuries. He received 
the education which he could receive in the primary 
Christian schools and the secondary Jewish schools of 
Baghdad and then engaged in the merofentile business, 
Obtaining some success prior to the war but being 
Greatly curtailed in his business operations by the 
war. Shortly after the end of the war, when he saw 


that the country would have a 6@vernment of its own, he 


founded 
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founded a newspaper with the intention of @ntering into 
the politital life of the country as o representative 


of the Christians of Baghdad. In thi's attempt he was 


successful as he was elected a member of the Constituent 


Assembly of Iraq. Later he was elected as a:member of 


the Chamber of Deputies representing the Christians of 


Baghdad and due to his financial knowledge was assigned | 
to the finance committee of that body, He later served 
as Minister of Finanoe in the Cabinet of Sir Abdul Muhsin 
Sadun in 1927; he was appointed one of the three delegates 
to negotiate the revision of the financial and military 
agreement contained in the Anglo-Iraq Treaty of 1922; he 
was appointed Minister of Finance in the Cabinet of Taufik 
Bég al Suwaidi which was formed in April, 1928 and upon 
the resignation of that Cabinet about six months later 
retired to' private life, . 

Yusif Beg Chanimah is the only Christian who has been 
appointed to a cabinet position since the formation of the 
Government of Iraq. He is regarded as a conservative man 
who understands the finance problems of the country and 
who conducted the duties of his ministerial office ina 
very acceptable manner. I have been informed by a reliable 
souroe of information that King Faisal has on one oocasion 
at least during the last year requested him to take the 
portfolio of the Ministry of Finanoe. Yusif Beg declined 
the honor for two reasons: first, he believed that the 
duties of the office undor present conditions and under 
the present regime would be very onerous and would subject 
him to great and continuous embarrassment and criticisms; 


in the second place, while he has never in the past been 
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an extreme opponent of the Government he is rapidly 
leaning towards the Opposition party leg@d by Yassin 
Pasha al Hashimi and wild in all probability join their 
ranks. 

It 18 very probable that 1f Yusif Beg Chanimah 
perseveres in his present attitude he will attain some 
prominence among the Opposition leaders, if only for 
the reason that Yassin Pasha al Hashimi is a clever 
politioian, is working very hard to show that within | 
the ranks of the Opposition are gathered all except 
the amall number of Sunni politicians who sre in power 
and their followers and would doubtless welcome in his 


ranks suoh a prominent representative of the Christians 
of Baghdad. 
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Form for Diplomats, Officials 
Foutnatins us, Eminent Persons, 


File name Faisal ibnal Hussein al Hashdminationslity _Ira 


(Best known nameonlyy) = = 


CONFIDENTIAL BIOGRAPHIC DATA 


Nore—Consult Diplomatic Serial 580 of A " 
and two for Department. ff August 7, 


1926, snd references therein. Forms are to be prepared on typewriter In triplicate, 
OfBees sending communications to tha European I 


nformation Centar should for ward extra oopy of this form to E. 1, c. 


Post... naghdad, Iraq Date of preparation...Waroh 5, 1952 Prepared by.AeKe Sloan 
Family namo. .-Al-Hashdms. Faisalibn.ol Hussein 


Given mares) 0 ee rereressessnernrs 
Highest rank or title... King.of..Iraq. 


one copy for files 
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ee Oe OCR e ee Reena ewan naw entn mewn wean nennenn tenn neeeneeeeeeensence 


ee OOOO MOOR Mmmm et ewe rane Meer eaeawenecee sae atattenenworcencenacanee 


enews 


in..two..campaigns against revolting subjecta..of bia fathor. Khang. 
-Hussain.....gerved..in.srab.revolt.....dooupled. syria with his forces... 


-Was--King.-of.-Arab..government of. Syria .for.4.montha.....Driven out. by. 
‘Frenoh,.....Has..-been.-King..in..Iraq.sinoe.1921, 


0 ON ORs Rem eneen eww emn mene eens Est Beant emennneeeennen 
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Attitude toward the United States .... priendlys 


lteter ee eee eee eee eT ete eed 


Servico in the United States..... None. 


OO ORO OOS COR rR M OOM REO Re Mme Eee Coe Reem we RRR H ae we ene nee a RES e eee eweneEbnennEeEins 


Attitude toward other nations... Friendly..toward.all.nations.....pro-British,......... 
‘pro~Frenoh,,--pro-Ttaldan -and--prow Lurk ¢.....----------eececeecsecesccensesseeneesnsnenenenenenenens 
Personal intelligence: 
Marriage... yag--one-wife-onlys--married.his..cOusi me... eee cee 
Children...0N.@..GON»..48. Years. .OLG5 5 GAUBAGCL Be i eccecceeecseenees 
Religion. Suand..Moalaem........... Recreations... Shooting; DridBee 
Clubs....No..OlUbB......... eeu sesacaceseaceeseecesseneneececseesseseessiessecscensenenentsceenesenseeanapececececseeeoeees 
Lineage. PUTO. ALA a. oe... ceecceccsececseeeneseeceteesoecneceesseesseesencestennsqaeeeeneseesecese seseevenetonsees 


REMARKS (including auy outstanding feature of rocord {a international matters, significant utterances for or against the United States and proditerttot 
Hany, for any particular country, ete. Incase of a Journalist, give particulars ag to press reprosentod, sourdes of information, r 
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raqi (naturalized) 


KING FAISAL FIRST OF IRAQ, 


King Faisal the First of Iraq is the third son of the 


late ex-King Hussein of Hejaz. He traces his family, ac- 
cording to his biography published in Baghdad, back to a 
daughter of Mohammed and even further, as follows: Faisal 
ibn (son of) Hussein, ibn Ali, ibn Mohammed, ibn Abdul, Ain, 
ibn 'Own, ibn Muhsein, ibn Abdullah, ibn Hussein, ibn 
Abdullah ibn Hassan, ibn Mohemmed Abi Naim al Asghar, ibn 
arakat al Thani (Berakat the Second), ibn Mohanmed ibn 
Barakat al Awal (Barakat the First), ibn al Hassan al Thani 
(Hassan the Seoond), ibn *Ajlan, ibn Rumaitha, ibn Abi Naim 
al Akbar, ibn al Hassan al Awal (Hassan the First), ibn Ali, 
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ibn Qatadat, ibn ldris, ibn Mata'tin, ibr-abaul Kerin, 
ibn Issa, ibn Hussein, ibn Sulaiman, ibn Ali, ibn 
Abdullah, ibn Mohammed al Thayer, ibn Mousa al Thani 
(Mousa the Second), ibn Abdullah, ibn Mousa al Joun, 
ibn Abdullah al Mahedh, ibn Hassan al Muthni, 4bn al 
Hassan el Subit, ibn al Iman Ali, ibm Abi Talib (the 
son-in-law of the Prophet) who Olaimed to be a direot 
descendant of the Prophet abraham, 

He was born in Taif, a summer resort near Mecoa, 
in the year 1885, or according to the Arabian calendar 
in the Year of the Hejira 1501. He livea among the i 
tribes until he was seven years of age and was thon 
sent to Istanbul where he was instructed by private 
tutors. In 1909, when he was twenty-six years of age 
he returned to the Hejaz with his father, In 1911 he 
served as an assistant to his elder brother Abjullah 
in a campaign against the rebels in Assir. Again in 
1913 he was sent to Assir, but this time as Commander- 
in-Chief, to fight the rebels there who were assisted 
by the Italians. He defeated the rebels and made peace 
with the Italians, Following this oampaign he was sent 
to Istanbul as the representative of Jeddah and remained 
in that oity until the outbreak of the war in 1914, and 
was then delegated by his father, King Hussein, to atudy 
the situation and especially the attitude of the Turks 
toward the Arabs. In 1915 he was recalled to Jeddah by 
King Hussein but was immediately sent to Damasous to 
confer with Djamal Pasha, Turkish leader, in an effort 
to prooure better treatment for the Arabs, as tha Turks 


Were handling them in a severe manner. In this mission 


he was 
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he was unsuccessful, as the Turks Continued their re~ 


pressive measures, Upon his return to Hejaz, King 


Hussein declared the independence of the Arabs and 
the revolt against the Turkish power was initiated. 


In the Arab army whioh was then formed King Faisal's 


eldest brother, i141, was Coumander~in-Chief, and he 


served as a Starr officer, 


Later he was given come 
mend of an 


Arab army vhich was sent to the north to 
prevent any contemplated attack by the Turks on Meooa, 
He succeeded in his mission and effectually destroyed 
all communications between Damascus and Meooa, In 


1918 he commanded the right Wing of General Allenby's 


army, pursued the Turkish army from Palestine into 
Syria and rapidly seized Demasous, Homs, Hamat and 
Aleppo. After the Armistice he representéd his father 
at the Peace Conference and it was in part due to his 
efforts that an American mission went to Syria to en- 
deavor to discover the sort of government the inhabit- 
ants of that country desired, 

The foregoing has beenntéken from the official 
biography of King Faisal whioh has been printed and « 
oiroulated in Baghdad, because thy statements contain- 
ed therein have been investigated and are believed to 
be correct. The report concerning his short-lived 
4rabian government at Damascus, as printed in the of- 
ficial biography is scant and vagw as oan be..seen 
from the following: 

1020 ‘and Sn'SaSok Oy fo, She Sysian laaeasly 


held a meeting ond deolared the independence 
of the aoun ter and elected King Faisal to the 


throne 
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"throne. Due to the troubles of July, igp 

‘Is Majesty sailed to Europe for the thira. 
time and stayed in London some five months 
fighting for the Arab cause, und then 


journeyed to Baghdaa 
29, 1921," eh arriving there on June 


Without doubt the Department has very accurate ine 
formation as to what Occurred at Damascus which induced 


Emir Faisal to set Up an Arab Government there, From 


information to be gained here from unofficial sources 
it appears that he soon discovered he had little ohance 
of having his olaim for the Syrian throne recognized by 
the European powers 3 that upon returning to Damasous he 
assembled his army leaders, asked them whether they 
could resist the French if that nation asserted its 
Claims to Syrian territory by force of arms and, being 
assured that they could, hed himself elected King of 
Syria, Within four months after he hed taken this aoc- 
tion the French defeated his army and drove him from 
the country. 

After the Damasous disaster Emir Faisal journeyed 
to London and pleaded his cause with the British, Hae 
had arrived there at an Opportune time for a serious 
revolt against British military ocoupation had taken 
place in Iraq and, according to information I have re- 
ceived in Baghdad » the British Foreign Office decided 
that the military occupation of the oountry must be 
put an ond tos that a constitutional monarchy was the 
form of Government whioh could be best handled by the 
nendatory power; and that Emir Faisal should be made 


to 
King of Iraq. Of oourse certain gestures were made 


convince 
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convince the world at large 
selves that this 


and the poople of Iraq them- 
form of Government was not being forced 
upon the country, They sont into Iraq emissarios of 
Tuir Faieal to organize propaganda work in his favor; 
thoy sent out thbtr om men end wont through a form of 
investigating tho situation ond the wishes of tho people. 
when the starze had beon properly eet imir Fatenl sot out 
from London for asrah ond was brought from Basrah to 
Baghdad in a special train, arriving in thot oity on 

June 29, 1921. 

During the next few months Emir Faisal took every 
occasion to moet the people and spoke in schools, mosques, 
synagogues, ond Christian churches. His main thome was 
that the poople of Iraq had been governed by foreigners 
for some 61x centuries and had been oppressod ani suppress- 
ead: during all that time; he promised them that if thoy 
eleoted him their sovereign and gavo him ono year for 
every contury of their oppression he would bring the 
country back to the position it had formorly ocoupied. 

Thore is no doubt that King Faisal con, if he so 
pleases exert a powerful personal appeal, end his pres- 
ence in Baghdad assisted materially in the vote which 
placed him on the throne. However, trustworthy Americans 
who were 4n the country ot the time (and their statements 
are supported to an extent by remarks made to me from 
tine to time by Britishers who wore here during 1921) 
lead me to believe that the outcome of tho voting was 
nevor in the least doubt, the only question being how 
great a majority would be given to Wir Faisal. 1 havo 
hoard also that certain officials whose districts did 


not 
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not turn in a vote in the proportions desired, were ree 
quested to resign, 


It must be edded in this connection, 
that the 


subsequent history of Iraq shows that one sect 


and one section never think alike on any Subject, and 


that if the British haa really tried to gain a true idea 


of the wishos of the people (who themselves are never 
quite certain of what they want), the result of any un- 
influenced plebescite would have been a deadlook, The 
results of the so-called Plebesoite were overwhelmingly 
in favor of Enir Faisal anc he was accordingly proolain- 
ed King of Iraq on August 23, 1921. 

King Faisal has now been on the throne of Iraq for 
about ten years and a half, I do not imagine that dur- 
ing any period of that time he has been really peaceful, 
contented or satisfied. In the first place Iraq is not 
& nation, but is a mixture of antagonistic religions 
seots and nations confined within artificially oreated 
boundaries. The British Tommie rather adequately de- 
scribed conditions in the oountry when he referred to 
Iraq as "Messpot"., There are in the north the Kurds, 
who were without doubt promised by the British during the 
period of war stress an autonomous kingdom, who still in- 
Sist upon having such a kingdom and who have never yheld- 

84 willingly to outside authority in the last few centuries. 
Side by side with the Kurds are the Assyrians, who also 
received British promises of protection and who look, or, 

{t should be said, have looked to the British to provide < 
them with guaranties for thoir protection and who have 
dreamed nebulous dreams of a kingdom of their om. Then, 
too, in the north are the Yezidis (so-called Devil Worship- 


Pers) who will never fit in with any established government 
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controlled by Moslems as their Yemembrance of massacres 


engineered by Moslems are too vivid. In ths north also 


are Jewish colonies which have been enslaved for cen« 


turies, and only recently have attained a semblance of 


freedom. It should be added that the arab or the Mosul 
district considers himself to be of a much better strain 


than his co-religionists who live in the central section 


of the country, and yields to orders from Baghdad with 


reluctanoe, furthermore, while Assyrian ond Kurd are 
"quick on the trigger” and are prone to arbitrate matters 
personally without recourse to courts, it must also be 
understood that the Assyrians are divided into Protestant 
Assyrians (Nestorians) and Catholic Assyrians (Chaldeans) 
and that these two segments of the same people are just 
as prone to fight eaoh. other as to fight the Kurd or tha 
Moslem. ‘ 

In the south of the country are the Marsh Arab, the 
Ma'den, who wield little or no influence, who are a 
people apart, and who pay to the Government their taxes 


only when they can be caught. In the south are the Shiahs 
who are numerically more powerful than the Sunnis, but who 


were never permitted any share in the Government by the 
Turks and who are in the main ignorant, unoultured people 


having little or no knowledge of government except under 


tribal law. But it was the Shiahs who were the initiators 


and main supporters of the revolt of 1920 which brought 
about the end of the military ocoupation. -They olaimed 
and still olaim a share in the government of the country 
proportionate to their population, and failing to obtain 


that share are restless under government supervision and 


{nolined to stir up trouble on the slightest or no occasion. 


Then 
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Then, too, 


H 
| 


King Faisal was little more than a 


figure head during the first yeers of his reign, 


British officials who Were attached to every ministry 


were called “advisers”, but were in reality the exeou- 


the British High Commissioner for Iraq 


real ruler of the oountry ond kept all the 
reins of power in his own hands, 


tive officers; 


was the 


However, British 
policy with respeot to the country changed with the 
coming into power of the Labor Government in 1929, 
the High Commissioner, Sir Gilbert Clayton, 


and 


in September 
of that year announced to the Prime Minister that Great 


Britain was prepared to propose Iraq as a candidate for 
membership in the League of Nations in 1932, Irom that 
time the British have been gradually handing over thoir 
power to the Iraqi officials and have been acting for 
some time in an advisory and not an executive capacity, 
and King Faisal hes had a chance to gather power gradual- 
ly into his own hands ami to take a more active pert in 
formulating the policy of his government, 

The new attitude of the King was first brought | 
forolbly to publio attention when he called upon Nuri | 
Pasha as Said in March, 1930 to fom a new Cabinet, as ! 
it was said that he seleoted the men to be given port- 
folios and at the same time announced to the Opposition 
that he expected to keep the Cabinet then formed in 
power for three years, as frequent oabinet changes were 
hot conducive to Government efficiency. During the next 
few months it was reported that he was the real Prime 
Minister, and that Nuri Pasha was aoting only as his 
mouthpiece. During the summer of 1930 King Faisal took 


a trip 
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a trip to Europe and on the trip visited Italy and haa 


several conferences with Premier Mussolini. That states- 


man seemed to have mate a great impression upon him for 
he is reported to have made the statement upon his return 
to Iraq (this information was obtained from a former 


Prime Minister) that Mussolini had paved Italy, and that 


what Iraq needed was a man capable of carrying out a simi 
lar policy, 


At the time of King Faisal's return preperations 


were being made to hola eleotions for members of the new 


Chamber of Daputies, and Opposition leaders were busily 


engaged in conducting their Campaigns in various seotions 
of the country ond were causing Government a great deal 
of worry. Certain Opposition Leaders informed me that 
King Faisal had oalled all of them to private conferences 
at the Palace, had asked them to cooperate with the Goy- 
ernment, and had threatened to ruin then politioally un- 
less they agreed to do so, It appeared that King Faisal 
believed that he was the man to oarry out the Mussolini 
policy. 

While the King has been compelled to modify the ate 
titude he assumed in Ootober, 1950, and has even offered 
dcbinet positions to several of the Opposition leaders 
whom he threatened with political ruin, he has taken over 
gradually more and more power. ‘When any man or group of 
men cause trouble and refuse to follow out Government 
policy, King Faisal summons them to the Palace, holds con- 
Versations with them at which usually only his Secretary 


18 present and endeavors to bring them into line. He 


often: 
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often telephones to members of the Counoil of Ministers 


and informs them of the action they must take in specific 


cases, and it 48 said that he ineists upon being consulted 


in even the most minor matters, Certain moves which he 
has made during the last few months seem to indicate a 


determination on hig part to consolidate the reduc 


, or 
power within the Palace as soon as Iraq becones e member 
state of the League, 


It must not de understood that King Faisal is being 


allowed an absolutely free hand. The British High Con- 


missioner still insists upon being consulted prior to 

the initiation of any importmt policy, and has on oer- 
tain recent occasions vetoed plens already made, However, 
the High Commissioner is not interfering in governmental 
business as frequently as he used to do, and certain 
British commerotal men have complained to me that they 
oan get no protection from the Residency, 

Certain speeches whioh the King has made during the 
last few monthe have indicated that he has no mean idea 
of his own power ond ability. After his return fron 
Europe in Ootober, 1931, he gave a banquet to practical 
ly all the prominent Iraqis in Baghdad. At that dinner 
he made a speeoh in whioh he claimed for himself all 
oredit for the progress whioh Iraq hes made during the 
last nine years and informed his hearers that he was run- 
ning the Govermment and that his policies would be carried 
out. He also stated that had the Syrians followed his 
advice they could now be looking forward to membership in 
the League, Since that time he has made references with 


inoreasing 
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dnoreasing frequoncy to "my Covernmont" and "my policies", 


There seems to be little doubt thet he considers himself 
capable of governing Syria ag well as Iraq, and for a 
time at least was of the Opinion that he woula got the 
chance, It is reported in Baghdad that semi-off1olol 
French newspapers derided hie pretensions 


an "aniable dreamer" 


ond called him 
» but French POlLoy with respoot to 
Syria is not at 911 olear and while it 4s reported from 


Beirut that the Frenoh havo no intention of placing 
either King Faisal or his eldest brother, ex-King Ali, 
on the Syrian throne, it appoars that the French Charge 
d' Affaires in Iraq is still engaged in supporting the 
candidature of a member of the Hashintte family for the 
Syrian throne. | 

It is very doubtful whether any man occupying the 
throne of Iraq would be popular. /n orator wlelde too 
great an influence with the unlettered mob, end there 
are too many politioal irons in the fire for any polloy 
to be universally popular, nor for any men to reative 
the acolaims of the greater portion of the populec?, 
in Amerioan once said to me in desoribing conditions in 
& certain republic: "Ninety porscent of the people do 
not know what all this politioal agitation means; they 


do not stand to gain anything by a ohange in governmont, 


but a great portion of them oan be induced to take up 
arms to support a revolt against the government. Of tin 
remaining ten percent, half are politicians in power, 
and half ure politioians trying to sieze power". That 
ierabvs or less the situation in Iraq at the present 


time. As long as King Feisal supports his present Prime 


Minister 
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Minister he will be unpopular with the politicians who 
cannot get on the government pay-rolls wore he to dis- 
miss the present Cabinet and let the Opposition come 
into power, he would find that he had ohanged one set 
of critics for onother. hile King Faisal hes an at~ 
tractive personality, he seemingly makes no appeal to 
the people. All the “enthusiasm” which government 
papers report as shown on his departures to or returns 
from Europe, or on his trips to various sections of the 
country, has been carefully worked up. He appears on 
occasion in his automobile on the streets of Baghdad, 
but, while his oar is recognized and the curious may 
crane their neoks to catch a sight of Majesty, that is 
all the interest displayed; no enthusiasm is shown, no 
sign of respect displayed. As a matter of faot he was 
openly end repeatedly dnsulted during a tripche took 
during the first months of 1931 to the “Holy Cities", 
even though he took with him several prominent Shiahs. 
‘he remark is often heard that when British air- 
planes can no longer be utiliged to suppress internal 
troubles the "sidara" (national headgear) will disap~ 
pear from Iraq within three weeks due to revolts among 
the Kurds and the Shiabs. There is also an impression 
in certain quarters that the British would be very 
pleased to see King Faisal driven from the throne, as 
he has enlarged ideas of his abilities, has vory defi- 
nite policies mapped out with respect to neighboring 
countries and will not be amenable to suggestion once 


the country is freed from mandatory control. 
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DR : 3G AL D 


Dr. Abdullah Beg al Damaluji (Damluji) was born in 
Mosul, Iraq, in 1895, He was educated in the primary and 
secondary schools of Mosul and then attended 4 medical 
school at Beirut which is conducted by Prench priests. 
After graduation from this medical school he returned to 
Iraq and settled at Basrah., There he became involved in 
the affairs of a secret society working against the Turk- 
ish regime and the Turks determined to arrest him. He 
fled to the Arabic coast of the Persian Gulf and secured 
Cuployment as the physician of Bin Jalewy, the Military 
Governor of Hasea, a district of the Kingdom of Nejad. He 
soon attracted the attention of Sing Ibn Saud and was ap- 


pointed his family physician, le gradually gained, the 


confidence 
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confidence of this sovereign and in 1920 or 1921 wae ap- 
pointed Foreign Minister of the Kingdom of Nejad, and later 
also of Hejaz. He held this position some five or six 

years during which time he represented the King of the 

Hejaz and Nejd on several commissions which tried to fix 3 
a definite boundary between Iraq and that country. Dr, 

Damaluji 414 not succeed very well in ony of these missions, 

according to some well informed people, because he a4d not 

have the ability, according to others because he was more 

of an Iraqi than he was Foreign Minister of the Kingdom of 

Hejaz and Nejd and was inolined to yield to Iraq $n any 

matter concerning the two countries. It appears fron the 

information that I have been able to obtain that King Ibn 

Saud gradually became donvinced that his Foreign Minister 

was not being loyal to him and furthermore, had utilized 

his position to amass in one way or another a comfortable 

fortune. \hatever the reason may be, Dr. Damaluji final- 

ly deoided that he had lost the confidence of the King and 

fearing, probably rightly so, the effect tmt this would 

have on his liberty if not on his life, fled the country 

in an airplane ani later came to Baghdad. In Baghdad Dr. 

Damaluji haunted Government offices for years seeking 

some official position, but without success. However, 

when Nuri Pasha al Said fomned his cabinet in Maroh, 1950 

Dr, Damaluji's political prospects became brighter as he 

and the Prime Minister had lived together in Besrah prior 

to the war, had been members of the same society and had 

fled the country at the same time in order to esoape ar~ 

rest. Within a few weeks the Prime Minister appointed 


hin as Iraq's Consul General at Cairo. i. few months 


afterwards 
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efterwards he was recalled to Baghdad and given the 
portfolio of Minister for Foreign Affairs. He held 


this position until Nuri Pasha's first cabinet resign-~ 


ed in November, 1931. Since that date Dr. Damaluji 


has not been able to obtain another government position, 
due, 1t 45 said, to the fact that King Faisal dislikes 
him. However, sinos he follows out to the minutest de- 
tail the orders of his political superiors it is possible 
that he may within the near future represent Iraq in some 
foreign post. 

Dr. Damaluji is a suave individual with a most pleas- 
an& smile. He speake French fluently and hes just enough 
command of English to lead people to believe that he under- 
stands everything being said to him ~ whioh is far from 
the oase. While Z was in Bahrein during February, 1951 I 
investigated Dr. Damaluji's reputation in that ieliend 
which he had visited many times while he was a physioian 
of Bin Jalewy and of King Ibn Saud and while he was 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Hajaz and ..; 
Nejad. I som learned that residents of the Island who 
knew him well aid not place much faith in him, believing 
him to be a rather slippery character. While he was 
KWinister for Foreign Affairs in Iraq he gained the same 
reputation to an extent and he was also considered to be 
an ineffiotont and lazy man. lhether, os it is rumored, 
he lined his pockets with government gold while he was 
Foreign Minister for King Ibn Saud cannot, of course, be 
stated, However, he has purchased property in Baghded, 

{s building a fine home on this property and seems to 
have much more money at his di sposal than he could have 
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obtained from his salary as King Ibn Saud's Yoreign 
Minister or from the praotioe of his profession, 
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highest rank or title PAT@Otor General. of Admini stration of Uini stry 
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Date appointed... nese een eee Party affiliations. Government Party: 
Birthplace.....-..- B aghdad mostastesiseatssesdestiiieets Acicces Date of birth...... 2297 weet EN te Sw ahr 
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Education _..1 mission schools of Baghdad, LAR ee SORT OO SETA SEE 
Reputstion S@@ memorandum oo. Porsonality....ce®@ memorandum 
Infuence. HONE, BY Pre See eee Cer TeL aah 


ABDUL AZIZ BEG aL MUDHAFER, 


Abdul Agiz Beg al Mudhafer (Mudhaffer) is 54 years 
of age. His family, while considered to be of pure Arab 
blood, have not been prominent in the business, social 
or political life of Baghdad and are said to be poor. 
Mudhafer attended certain mission schools in the city 
and was noted as a conscientious and brilliant student. 
He finished what education he received about the end of 
the war and at that time was able to speak, read, and 
write fluently in his ow tongue, of course, and also in 
German and in Mnglish. His knowledge of these foreign 
languages procured for him the position of clerk in the 
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Munioipal ee of Baghdad. He continued hia study 
of foreign languages and is now said to be ’able to 
converse fluently in seven. He also performed the 
duties of his office quite acceptably and within a 
few years was transferred to the Ministry of Interior. 
There he attracted the attention of Sir Kinihan Corn- 
Wallis, the British adviser attached to that Ministry, 
and through the influence of that official his abili~ 
ties were recognized and he was rapidly promoted. Some 
few years ago, again through the influence of Sir 
Kinihan Cornwallis, he was promoted to be lutassarif 
(Governor) of the Hillah district. Ho remained in that 
position only a short tims and was then brought back to 
Baghdad md given the position of Director General of 
Administration in the Ministry of Interior, a position 
of great power. Early in 1031 he was transferred to the 
same position in the Ministry for Foreign Affaire. Dur- 
ing April, 1931 the police in the town of Sinjar, in 
Mosul Liwa, revolted against the Qaimaqam (the chief 
oivil official of the tow) and fired into his house for 
some hours. The investigation of this affair which was 
conducted by the British adviser to the Mitassarif of 
Mosul Liwa, assisted by a committee appointed by the 
Wnistry of Interior, seemed to indicate that the 
Mutassarif of the Liwa, due to nis laxity, was to a great 
extent responsible for this action of the police. He was — 
removed and about the end of the month mdhafer was given 
this position and proceeded to Mosul. 

While occupying that office he made a trip into the 
territory of Shaikh Ahmad Barzan in order to confer with 
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that chief in an effort to have him submit to the Govern- 
ment. it appears that he was successful in this negotia- 
tion as the Shaikh sent one of his younger brothers to 


Baghdad to render homage to King Faisal upon that monaroh's 


return from burope in October, 1931, At the present time 
Shaikh 4hmad Barzan is again in revolt against the Govern- 
nent, but his attitude is not Mudhefer's fault. 

In the meantime the ex-Minister of Interior Muzahin 
Beg al Bachachi entered oharges of misappropriating Gov- 
erment funds against iudhafer in the oriminal courts. 
The trial, whioh dragged along for some months, was held 
"in camera" and nothing much has been made public concern- 
ing it, except that the charge upon which he was tried 
was that while he was Director General of Administration 
for the Ministry of Interior he had taken large sumg from 
the secret service funds for which he had rendered no a0- 
counting. Mudhafer's defense was that no accounting was 
ever made by responsible officers for the use of funds in 
the secret service work for the reason that accounting 
for such funds would mean that the value of secret service 
operations would be lost}; moreover, as Director General of 
Administration, he had the same authority to use these 
funds as the Minister of Interior, and need not consult 
him when doing so. The plaintiff admitted the truth of 
both these statements ani Mudhafer was discharged. It ap- 
pears however, that politios played a large part in this 
case, Mudhafer, prior to taking up his position ae 
Mutassarif at Mosul, beoame formally betrothed to 4 daugh- 
ter of Naji Pasha al Suwal di, a former Prime Minister and 
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a political leader who has a large following and is now 
in mild opposition to the present government. At the 
time the trial was called Naji Pasha was ebsent from th 
country and Mudhafer through one soheme or another managed 
to postpone court hearings until his prospective father- 
in-law had returned to the country, It is thought that 
the Government's desire to placate this opposition leader 
was the reason for holding the trial "in camera" and for 
having his trial based on only one of his actions, khen 
this soandal first broke out, well informed people were 

of the belief that he would be oharged with misappropria- 
tion of funds whils he was Mutassarif at Hilleh and shortly 


afterwards news reached Baghdad of some eight counts against 


him while he was Mutassarif at Mosul. Moreover, although 

he was freed by the Criminal Court, the Disciplinary Board 
of the Ministry of Interior warned him to be very careful 

in the future. 

Mudhafer is a perky little man who assumes an appsar- 
ance of great efficiency by his ourt manner of handling 
cases brought before him. This ourt manner is more often 
assumed when he is dealing with subordinates, and he is 
usually very suave and ingratiating when dealing with his 
superiors of those whose friendship or influence he desires 
to obtain. His salary has never been quite large enough 
to permit him to live in the style he has thought it neo~ 
essary to maintain. He is said to be indebted heavily and 
shortly after the beginning of his trial his Marmon oar 
was seized by the automobile dealers who had sold it to 
him on account of non-payment of instalments overdue. 


While it 14s commonly believed that the charge against him 
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of misappropriation of government funds was a true charge, 


it is thought that as soon es the public forget to an ex- 


tent his recent trial, he will again be appointed to some 
high office. In the first place, although his ingratiating 
manner does not please the foreigners with whom he comes 
in contact, it has a great deal of effect ypon Iraqi 
politicians; then, too, the man is a very hard worker and 
has undoubted sbility along many lines; furthermore, his 
prospective father-in-law, Naji Pasha al Suwaidi, (a for- 
mal betrothal in Iraq has practically the same effect as 
the marriage, as fer as relations with the prospective 
bride*s family are concerned) is a politioian who will un- 
doubtedly again take a very active part in the politics of 
the country in the near future and he oan be expected to 
protect and further the interests of Abdul Aziz Beg al 
Mudhafer whem he is in a position to do sd. . 
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DR. HANNA KEL YA T 


Dr. Hanna Khaiyatt ies a member of a Syrian Chris- 
tian family which for some generations has lived in 
Mosul, Iraq, or its vicinity. The family is moderate- 
ly wealthy and Dr. Khaiyatt and his two brothers, one 
of whom is an army doctor and the other a “Chor-Eveque" 
in the Syrian Catholic Churoh as well as a member of the 
Chember of Deputies from the Mosul Liwa, were educated 
in Catholic Missions at Mosul and in Jesuit institutions 
in Beirut. Prior to the war Dr. Khaiyatt had establish- 
ed himself as a practicing physician in Mosul but during 
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the last days of the Turkish regimé in the country gave 


up his practice to look after wounded soldiers. When 


the British troops occupied the Yosul district and the 


military government was set up there, Dr. Khaiyatt was 


given a position in the oivil hospitals. In 1920 when 
the British deoided that the military government of 
Iraq should be given up end a civil government insti- 
tuted, the High Commissioner began the formation of 
such a government by appointing a Counoil of State. He 
desired to have in this Counoil representative mon of 
the various religious seots and of the various distriots 
of the country and so summoned various notables to whom 
he gave portfolios and some twenty assistants who were 
given the titles of Mnisters but were nat given port~ 
folios; ofthese Dr. Khatyatt was one, « 

This position brought him to the attention of the 
authorities, and, since by his good work in Mosul hos- 
pitals he had given proof of his abilities as a physi-~- 
olan, he was appointed in 1922 the Director of Health, 
He held this position until November, 1931, conducting 
his office in an able and efficient manner and gaining 
the respect of all who came in contact with him. When 
Nuri Pasha al Said formed his second cabinet in November, 
1931 he appointed Dr. Khaiyatt to his present position 
of Direotor General of Admini stration of the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs. 

Dr. Khaiyatt is a tall man of rather striking ap- 
pearance. While he pays little attention to sooial 
affairs he is perfectly at home in any surnoundings 
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and is at ease at any time, He ig a rather forceful 
speaker with a ready flow or words. He speaks English 
well and understands it better; his French 1s said to 
His political future 1s rather problem= 


atioal for heretofore & Christian has had little oppor- 
tunity to succeed along these lines in Iraq. ‘hat his 
abilities are too great to be overlooked is indicated 


be Excellent. 


by the fact that he is one of the two Christians of the 
country who has served on a cabinet and the only Chris- 
tian who has held an important office for any length of 
tine. 

Dr. Khafyatt assured me some months ago that he 
realized there was no political future for him in the 
country ond that he had accepted his present post on 
the understanding that 1t would be the stepping-stone 
to a diplomatic post in some foreign country. I be- 
lieve that he has received promises or et least has 
some sort of an understanding that when Iraq's finances 
permit the establishment of a Legation at Paris he will 
be made Iraq's Minister to that country. 
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SHABIT ABDUL NOUR. 


Thabit Abdul Nour is about 36 years of agé- He was 
educated in the Dominican mission at Mosul, his birth- 
place, and very early in life began to take an active 
interest in political matters. His opposition to and 


work against the Turks in Mosul prought him imprisonment 


and a sentence to death in 1916. In some manner he man~ 


from the Mosul jail, fled the country, 
n the Hejaze There he was 


aged to esoape 


and joined the Arad forces 1 


acoorded little recognition and, possibly a8 4 political 


he Christian religion and became 4 
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and is repofted to have lived in a hond to mouth manner 
for some months. Later, when Imir Faisal came to Irag 
and was eleoted King of the country, he followed hin- 
and took up his residence in Baghdad, Again he had very 
little success in his efforts to obtain a Government posi-~ 
tion and lived in obscurity for some time. Eventually 
he conceived the idea of founding night sohools in which 
the illiterate population of the clty could reoeive in- 
struction, These schools shortly beoane very popular 
and at one time had an enrollment of 2,000 or more, 
Whether Thabit Abdul Nour displayed this keen interest 
in the eduoation of his countrymen in order to advance 
his politioal projeots cannot be stated. However, 1t is 
quite possible that that was the oase as it was know 
that His Najesty, King Faisal, was very mfoh intorested 


in the education of his subjeots, At any ‘pate he soon 


became personally known to King Faisal through this work 
and was often summoned to the Palace to discuss matters 
pertaining to it. 

It is reported that in 1924 he was able to convince 
His Majesty that, if elected a member of the Chamber of 
Deputies, he would consistently support His Majesty's 
polioies. Having received assurance of Government sup- 
port, he announced himself a candidate to represent the 
Moslems of Mosul in the Chamber of Deputies and was 
elected, Since that date he has served in two Parlia- 
ments, but was appointed "Director of 011" in May, 1951, 
reat gned from the Chamber and accepted that position. 
Lately, in addition to his other duties, he has been ap- 


pointed the manager of Iraq's first Agrioultural and 


Industrial 
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Industrial Exhibition Whioh will be hole in Baghdad 
during the month of April, 1932, 


Thabit Abdul Nour is a hard working official and 


a very clever man. He is well read along certain lines, 


has deoided opinions upon most’matters and is prepared 
at any tine to give an 6xtemporaneous talk on almost 


any subject. in this country where religious matters 


are very much in the foreground, he has not earned a 


good reputation among the Christians by changing his 
religion. ‘hey consider him to be one of the most un~ 
sorupulous politioians in Iraq and acouse hin of almost 
every orime in the decalogue, thile the Christian es- 
timate of his oharaoter must be taken with a great deal 
of reservation, it should be noted that he has little 
better reputation emong large numbers of his co-roligion- 
iste. 


During his servioe as a member of the Chamber of 


Deputies, he appeared to be concerned chiefly with ef- 


forts to bring himself before the public. As Iraqi 
politicians seem to know of no method of advertising 
theuselves so efficient as violent attacks upon the 
nandatory power or proclaiming themselves to be a oham- 
pion of the Arab race, it 18 not surprising that he 
consistently followed this policy. 

He speaks fluently, pays little attention to feots, 
and has a great power of invective. He has often carried 
his points by his persistence and his long speeches. 1 
have been informed on good authority that he was the poli~ 
tioian who held up the ratification of the Tripartite 
Convention between the United States, Great Britain, and 


Iraq for some weeks, speaking on one ocoasion before the 


Foreign 
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Foreign Relations Comal ttee for over threé hours and 


basing his attack Upon statements the foolishness of 


which was very apparent +o any one who studied that 


It appears that the Prime Minister within a 
few weeks after the assembling of Farlianont in November, 
1951, became very disgusted with his attitude and his 
trouble making propensities and began to plan some means 
of removing him from an office in whieh he had caused 
the Goverument a great deal of annoyance. Finally in 


document. 


May, 1951, when the new agrooment with the Iraq Petroleun 
Company was ratified, it was decided that Government 
should appoint an Iraqi offioial to look after oil mat- 
ters. Accordingly, the office of "Director of 011 Matters" 
was created and the position offered to Thabit Abdul Nour. 
This politician realized that an attempt was being made 
to get him out of Parliament, and, believing that he 
would have little ohance to bring himself before the 
people in this new position, deolined for some time to 
accept. However, the salary attached to this office - 
Rupees 1,000 per month = probably appeared a large sun . 
to a man who has no income and he finally resigned from 
Parliament and took up these new duties. 

Thabit Abdul Nour appears to have a fine opinion of 
his owmm knowledge and abilities and seldom hesitates to 
announce his own views no matter whose susceptibilities 
he wounds. With those who differ with him in the slight- 
est he adopts a sarcastic and snecring attitude, or en- 
Gages with them in violent altercations. He will in all 
likeliiood never be a popular politician nor be able to 
attraot a politioal following. Moreover, it is reported 
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that political leaders in the country do not trust him 
i] 


as ho has on many occasions failed to keep his promises 


However, Iraq appears to have at the present time 


very 
few men of prominence who seen capable of managing Gov= 


ernment natters, and this man who hos forced his way 


from political obscurity to a position whore he must be 
recognized, will probably make his influonoe felt. Pos- 
sibly he will be able to utilize his position as 
of 011 Matters" to get bofore the publio as the ghampion 
of the poor Iraqi against foreign capital, but, whatever 
the means he will use, it appears to mo that he is too 


ambitious, too clever, too hard working to drop into 
political obsourity. 
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Salman eal Barrak is the Shaikh of e small Shiah 
tribe residing in the neighborhood of Hillah, near the 
site of ancient Babylon. He received what education 
he could obtain in the Shiah schools at Hillah and in 
the Turkish schools in Baghdad. During the war he re- 
mained with his tribe, but after the war adopted a 
very pro-British attitude which he has maintained to 
the present day. 

While the Sheikh's tribe is not large enough to 
give him much importance in tho country, he is related 


to several very powerful Shaikhs whose tribes ocooupy 


lands 
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lends along-thé banks of tho Euphrates. 
chiefly to their influence that he was 


‘and 46 was due 


eleoted a men- 
ver of the Constituent Assembly of Iraq in 1921, 


Since that time he has served in 811 of Iraq's Farlia- 


ments ~ three in number - and has been chosen by the 


members as Vice President of the Chamber of Deputies 


in each one of these, He was appointed Minister of 


Agriculture and Irrigation in 1925 ana again in 1929, 
Sheikh Salman al Barrek is a man who is very 
popular with those who know him. He is kind and hos- 

pitable, and his pleasing personality usually makes 
those who work with him his friends. While he never 
received muoh eduoation he has studied the affairs 

of his country and is probably as well versed in them 
as any man ‘4n the Chamber of Deputies. It is said 
that when Parliament is in session he fuaiesa up his 
mind as to the worth of any bill without hesitation 
and that as Vice President of the Chamber of Deputies 
his sole aim scsems to be to push legislation through 
as rapidly as possible. 
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Ja'far Chalabi Abu Timman is a Shieh Moslem, He 
comes from a mercantile family which established itself 
in Baghdad some generations ago. The family was only 
moderately prosperous until the days of Haji Daoud, his 
grandfather, who was the first member of the family to 
be called Abu Timman (rice merchant). It is said that 
this family neme was the consequence of the following 
incident: ‘The Turkish governor of Baghdad had speculated 
heavily in rice only to find the market growing weaker 
and weaker and prices steadily falling. He attempted to 
sell on the market but finding no buyers was soon on the 


Verge of bankruptoy. In this extremity he summoned Ha ji 


Daoud 
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and ordered him to take this rice off hty trands. Sinoe 


the power of the Turkish offiotals was great and they did 


not hesitate to uso it, Haji Daoud felt it expedl ent to 


obey the order. It soon became evident that he had made. 


his purchase at the lowest tide of the market, for de# 


mand became brisk and Haji Daoud finally sold out at a 
price whioh made him one of the richest men in Baghdad. 


Through this transaotion the family fortune was ostablish- 


ed, and the family name acquired, 

‘hile Ja'far Chalabi has engaged in the mercantile 
business and has interested himself in many local indus- 
tries it is thought that he has not been very successful 
and that the fortune left by Haji Daoud has been greatly 
depleted. However, this man in his business dealings has 
always been ‘honest and his reputation as a Yusiness man 
has given hin a certain amount of inf luence-‘in Baghdad 
business oiroles. He is also looked upon by the Shiahs 
ap one of their most prominent men as was indicated in 
1920. 

In that year news was reoeived in Baghdad that the 
league of Nations was planning to give to the British a 
mandate ovor Iraq. Ja'far Chalabi was opposed to this 
and ineisted upon the complete and immediate independence 
of the country. He joined with several other prominent 
Shiehs and Sunnis in a campaign to achieve his end and 
made a not very successful attempt to unite Sunnis and 
Siahs against the British, The ogitation which these 


leaders stirred up finally lead to the revolt of 1920 
4s effelr Ja'far Chalabi wes 
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wguccessful caused the British to decidé ta give up 
the military occupation of the country and to establish 
a civil government, Ja'far Chalabi was soon permitted 
to return and was made, by the British, a member of 
Iraq's Constituent Assembly and later the Minister of 
Commerce in Iraq's first cabinet. If the British 
thought to placate him by giving him a prominent place 
in the civil government they must have been disappoint- 
ed for withtn a short time he was again in trouble, 

In August, 1922 a wave of discontent against the 
British which had been steadily growing, broke out and 
resulted in oivil disturbance in Baghdad which for a 
time looked serious. British officials were convinced 
that Ja’far Chalabi had been one of the instigators of 
this disturbance, They seized him, deported him to an 
island in the Fersian Gulf, but permitted him to return 
within a few months. On his return the whole Shiah com- 
munity turned out to greet him and since that date his 
popularity with his co-religionists has been great. 

Since the deportation, Ja'far Chalabi has not held 
any public office. However, he has been very active in 
polities, opposing practically every treaty with the 
Britieh or projects sponsored by the British. He has 
waged an unceasing campaign for the revocation of the 
Anglo-Iraq Treaty of 1930, claiming that this Treaty, 
which will take effect only when Iraq becomes a member 
state of the League of Nations, gives the British just 


as much power in the country as they have had in the 


days of their mandate. 
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During the summer of 1931 Ja'rar Chalabt took o 
vary active part in the general strikes which were 
called by labor organizations in various oities of the 


country. He was constantly in consultation with the 


strike Leaders and as a matter of fact was supposed to 
pe one of the main instigators of these strikes. 

At the present time leaders of the moderate opposi- 
tion have thrown in their lot with Ja'far Chalabi und 
the other leaders of the extreme opposition. It is 
thought however, that this union will be temporary only 
and thet Ja'far Chalabi may soon find himself unsupport- 
ed by any but his own group. It appears to be certain 
that while Nuri Fasha al Said, Ja'far Pasha al Askeri 
and other members of the Sunni group, who now control 
the government of the country, retain any vestige of 
their power, Ja'far Chalebi will never be permitted to 
hold a government office. However, this man has a great 
deal of influence with the Shiahs who are numerically 
more powerful in the country than the Sunnis; on account 
of his work during the strikes he is Looked upon by lead- 
ers of Lebor organizations ae their ohempion; and by his 


bitter and unceasing opposition to the British and the 


group of Sunnis who control the govornment he hes drawn 


into his following hundreds of minor officials who feel 


that they have a cause of grievance against the present 
government. It seems certain thet due to his lerge fol- 


lowing and his influence among various classes of the 


population, he is a man to ve reckoned with and will exert 


some influence on the history of Iraq during the next fow 
years. 
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Huhadhab al Dewleh al Larza al valyid Bagir 
Khan hudhini, new lersian Linistor to Iraq, was born 
in Toheran in tho year 1809 liogira (about 1889), Lo 
completed his prolininary, secoudary, and high sohool 
studies in lohoran ond graduated from the college of 
law and polltioal soionce in that city. He obtained 
his Ll... at tho smorioan University at iashington, 
DC. 

Baqir ihan Kadhimi onterod the lorsian “orcign 
Office as a olerk in 1330 Negira, and lator became 


Direotor for foroign «ffairs, which position he held 


for two yours. io was sent by the Chah to Dadkuba and 
Tiflis to conolude a treaty with tho Cauondus Govorn= 
ment. Buaqir Khan was appointed Counsolor of the 
Persian Legation in iiashington in 1341 Hegira where 

ho remained four yoars, threo yoars of which he was 
Churgé @'sffaires, «rom »ashington ho returned to 
Tohoran and again beoamo virector for Voroig sffairse 
jhile oocupying this position ho vas sent to Iraq in 
1347 i. gir (about 1925) to nogotiate for the re~ 
cognition of Iraq by the Fersian Govornment. (n his 
return to ‘'sheran he was appointed Counselor of the 
Logation ut iebul and remained thero until the «fgan 
revolt. Laqir shan was appointod epspistant linistor 


of Communicutions and :.oads on his return from habul 


and was later clevated to the head of that linistrye 


Baqir ichan spoake fluent enclish and vrench and 


understands ..abic although he does not speak it 


fluently. 
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Magir ihan for a time Occupied the chair of 
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Previous career... untiered.the. Raval cGarrisan.Artillery....ec¢.22.,..19043........ 


Indian Army Dec.1908. Promoted Captain, 1913; Major, 1919. Asst. * 


Phlitioul..officer,..Masopotamia, NecrL9h5. to. Aug.1917.. Deputy... 
Mrector of Local Resources, Aug.1917 to March, 1918. General 


Maffl Officer..(2nd..Grade.)...Hedjaz..operations, Mar...to Oct. 1918... 


i fresident Local Resources Board, Damascus, Oct.1918. Employed 
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Minister of Finance 
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000 oO 0 OOo OO HORE EOS OO NOE O eo BO OOS CEOS REECE EERE EEE OOOH SEER OE EE BOSE SESES OES SEE EROS EET SESE USER ESSEEESSOOOEE SEE SE DOS 
eee een a OOOO ee ae RECON Oe eee OOS OHO ROS OES OE HOES EH OME RORODADEOEE CODE ES SORSSEE SEER SEES ROSES SEES ERAS HERES OH SROSEOORDOOOSEHHEELES OOO OOYS 

eee ete ewe a lene ba ee hn ee on Oren eC eee CEE e Oe CEE REEOS SORES CORRES EHO EE EERE EReEOS OSS CE EEE OESOEEROE ME SeESOUFaee PNOOOOEEOLOESe 
ee en ee nae cect nc ns conn ncnen enaet nen seceneateee mens scanceseenes so cesenassosasenseseunaascuousenseneernewnnes yee Nene eS 


of Justice, which position he was holding at the time of RAS 


ccc cnc ece emcee sneer eres s COSROSE FESS ER ECER 


appointment as Liinister of Finance in the present cabinet. 


- or 
Mee Be ire ee om crenrenncncccesennncnencnncnenboonouscunawcenenmasacnccossersoanee ere eeee$ COCO ee 


Atitude toward the United States ........: NOt MOM ac cececcccecneeeseeenenesneenseneersnenneneenssoes 
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B huis appointed NOV»...2..L032...... Party affiliations ... NQNG................ ae Badd acts ohe 
Birthplace... HABNAGG s TRA... eeeeneeeceeeteeee Dato of birth September. 14,1898... 
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Hoeation... Primary..and.. Secondary. Sohoals,...and.Lar.collegs.of. Baghdad. 
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seoratary..of...Iraq.Legation..at. Taheran..Fobruar Oy. ADDL. BOL... 
| sition ho hold.until.bis..sppointment..ta.a.cabinet. poat..on......... 
Wovember. 3 5. LQGLo..o.eeeceennssscsseeesnseseeeeesenesseeseconansnnasenannnnanarencnensssneaeeetaee sree 10 : 
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Attitude toward other nations.......--- PO ePOVBLBM ....nneeeeconesneseeeeeececeerecneetsetesescenmnaates ennseconaen 
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a Baghdad. TAQ... Date of preparation... OVe 17) 1932 propsred by Se Ke Lafoon 
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Dile sppointed.. HOV» 31.1952 ao Party affiliations ....... None ..isi‘(‘(‘(##((NUW((‘((‘SN pheno 
fittplace...... BAGNGAG, TFAQ Date of birth..... £894 0, 
Fictintisce BBEGRE 5 IAD orc sete tee eee eee ea 

| ication Peimary.. ceooudery, and Law College, Baghdad a 

Reputation... GOOG. a eeecnscessnsceeeeeeeses Porsonality... PLOQSAIG oo... eesnesccneeceeeeneees 

Munce Gonsidered.@ clever young man. No partiouler influence at at 

present due to age. 
Previous careor..... Entered the Irad Government service March 24, 1019 in _ 

Funinox capacity. AP ointed Acting secretary to Council of 

J uisters Merch 1, 1925. appointed Secretary to Council of 

| unisters on Juno 20, 1925 which post he held until appointee 
Unister for. Foreign ALPasrs,.ON. NOVAUDOL. De ARTA a..nnnnevrersnrcceeeerne ; 
Witude toward the United States ..... APparently LrLemghy eevee sssssenronscuetonee 
Suvico in tho United States..........-------+-+e--+++ HOMO naa eecnaseccnsseeconstesonnsenecnsenecennsesscecnnuanece sites 
\titude toward other nations........---- Apparently friendly... pee pra 

tecutintstignce: 
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ABDUL KADIR BEG AL RASHEED 


Abdul Kadir Reg is a olevor, energetio, and affable 
young man and, although he has never bet'ore held an 
executive position, it is believed he has gained suf- 
flolent experienoe from his seven years as Sooretury 
to the Counoil of Ministers to enable him effiotently 
to administer the detailed work of his now position. 
liowover, it i8 not believod that he will be able to 
dommund or control the attention of either of the two 
Parties and thet when it comes to formulating policies 


he will only be a figurehead. 
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wt for any particular country, ete. In case of a journalist, give particulars 
Yi tte. and reputation for integrity, accuracy, and fairness. If more spa! 


significant utteranoes for 
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I ondon..PRame Linister and Acting Minister of Interior 
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B redenco... BAGNGOA 5 TEAQ eee eneeennennennnnntnnntnnnnnnnn nnn 
Youion... Primary..apd secondary. adhoois.of. Bachiad. .cxaduate.of..... 
clentious ond Personality....Pleasing 


eewereceons cosssonse 


I stunce... Han..the 298 act..of his.cuperiors but not aimaye. setE sessneeone 
£ porous career..OffLear..in. Turkish and Hejazian.forces during Word. Wars 
uy timer Uutansorif of various. Limadas...uiniater of Interior. June. 
1988 to. April. 28,.1929..lidinioter.of Justice Sept. 19. = November. 
8.1920, Mindeter of Interior Nov. 18, 1929 to larch 25, 19900... 
Bunister. to.anxara Aucust.: ,..1930..to. Novembor..65..198Ae... Miniaher. — 
tt Interior Nova..G.p..1LODL..t0..NOV.arnar..5. pL QA e...cenccceenreeeeeeenscnereerenscens 
J Atitude toward the United States ......... Ln dd PLO OM L.....----nenecneneneceneneeeecneescneeensnseeresenreratene ees 
Savice in the United States........---------+-----+- MOMO....-.o--o--2snseeeeereeneneeceensseceesensestemerenenscanerenenerense® 
Attitude toward other nations.......------ Nort. LOMOWM......-eeeneneceenceseceneneernenenenennenesnenenememee reer" 
Personal intelligence: TT 
Marriage..............- eS oeccevcnncesvneesvenceceneeeeennenneeaneenn tet 
Children... Three..( TWO. _gons_and.ong..daughter) ecnnnencenstsereeceenenen eset eee 
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‘Ailanoes'l 


NAJI BEG SHAWKAT 


Naji Beg was captured by the pritish during the war 
end imprisoned in India. Upon being released at the out- 
break of the Arab revolt Naji Reg enlisted in the 
Sherifian army where he remained until the end of the 
wer. 

On February 1, 1921 he wes appointed acting vutas- 
serif of the Baghdad Liwa and has remained in Government 
service since that date. He has held the posts of 
Assistant Mutasserif of Baghdad Liwa, Acting Mutassarif£ 
of Baghdad ly4wa, Acting Mutassarif of jut Liwa, Mutes- 
serif of Kut Liwa, Mutassarif of Hillah Liwa, Mutasserif 
of Baghdad Liwa, Mutassarif of Mosul Liwa, Minister of 
Interior in Iraq's Sth, llth, end 156th cabinets, Minister 
of Justice in Iraq's 10th cabinet, and Minister to 
Ankara from /ugust 4, 1950 to November 5, 1951, 

while wutessarif of the Mosul Liwa Naji Beg inour- 
red the disfavor of Palace officials by granting pernis- 
sion to the Mosw schools to take their annual exemine- 


tions in the house reserved for His Majesty King Faisal, 


without 
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without first obtaining permission fron the palace. 
as & reprinsund he was suspended from this position for 
a period of one month at the end of which ti::e he was 
appointed ‘tutassarif of the Paghdad Lina. 

while tiaji veg has had much experience in the 
edministration of goverament affairs, and, although 
he is considered to be a good executive, he is not be- 
lieved to be 4 man who can command the augpane of the 


influential leaders of either party. 
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Biographic Data of Naji Beg Shawkat Pasha 


Naji Beg Shawkat Pasha is a member of a rood family 
of Baghdad. He has a pleasing personality, very conseien- 
Hous, steady, good character, intelligent and able man. 


He was born in Baghdad in 1891, was educated in Constan- 


‘}mople and is a graduate of the law college of that city. 


fring the war he was enlisted in the Turkish Army as non- 
commissioned officer and was Captured by the British and 
gent to India. Then, he joined the Arab revolt and worked»: 
in the Sherifian Army. 
After the war, he held the following positions in 
the Iraq Government: 
= er_] 9 
Assistant Mutassarif of Baghdad Liwa 
= ober 1, 1922 
Acting Mutassarif of Baghdad Liwa. 
Qotober 1, 1922 - June 12, 1923 


Acting Mutassarif of Kut Liwa and then he was confirmed 
as Mutassarif. 


9 = 1 


Mutassarif of Hillah Liwa 


May 21, 1924 - July 21, 1926 


Mutassarif of Baghcad Liwa. 
July 27,1926 - August 4, 1927 


Mutassarif of Mosul Liwa. 


ded. Naji 
Note: A month before his transfer +0 Baghéad, 
Beg was suspended from work, owing, it wan alleged, to his 


to pass their 
granting permission to the Mosul schools (0 Pale ve testy 


annual examination in the house peer ec trom the Palace. 


The King without first obtaining permiss 


ust 4. 1927 - 28 
Mutassarif of Baghdad Liwa. 


i 9 - 1 28 


's 
Minister of Interior in Sir Abdul Muhsin Beg Al Sa'éun 
cabinet (Iraq's 8th cabinet). 
to 
Cabinet resigned on April 28, 1929 and No ji had 
stay a few months without work. 


September 1 9 : 1 929 


1 
- 


ee pine einai tiRaie nnn tnt tmnt ttn tt sn 


ci 


4 19, 1929 = Hovember 18, 1929 


I 
I 


ister of Justice in Sir Abeul Muhsin Beg Al Sn'dun'n 
egbinet (Iraq's 1Cth cabinet). 


Sir Abdul Muhsin Beg committed silicide on November 
13, 1929, and a neW governmens had to be nprointed. 


Qa°09 . siarch 2 Q 


-ynister of Interior in haji Beg Al-Suwnidi's cabinet 


{Iraqg'S 11 th cabinet). 


Cabinet resigned on karch 9, 1930. Resignation 
secepted on March 11, 1930. Withdrew from power on 
larch 23, 193C- 


1 9 7 - ’ noa 4 


Ippointed Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of Iraq at Ankara. 


Left Baghdad for his post on Septenber 1, 1930. 
- Novembe : 


Minister of Interior in the cabinet of Nuri Pashn As-Said 
(Iraq's 14th cabinet). 


Kovember 3, 1932 
Appointed Prime Minister and formed Iraq's 14th cabinet. 


29 _- Hovembe p) 


jpister of Justice in Sir Abdul Muhsin Beg Al Sa! 
pinet (Iraq's 10th cabinet). & atdun's 


Sir Abdul Muhsin Beg committed silicide on November 
13, 1929, and a new government had to be nprointed. 


yoxemher 18, 1929 - sarch 23, 1930 


yinister of Interior in Naji Beg Al-Suvaidi' 
(Iraq's 11th cabinet). a s cabinet 


Cabinet resigned on March 9, 1930. Resignation 
accepted on March 11, 1930. Withérew from power on 


March 23, 1930. 


} =- moa 


ippointed Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of Iraq at Ankara. P ary 


Left Baghdad for his post on Septenher 1, 1930. 
a WN m ° 


Minister of Interior in the cabinet of Nuri Pasha As-Said 
(Iraq's 14th cabinet). 


November 3, 1932 


Appointed Prime Minister and formed Iraq's 1th cabinet. 
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JALAL BEG BABAN 


Julal Beg has had much oxperience in administoring 
various Liwas end is probably the only member of the 
cabinet, with the excoption of Naji Beg Shawkat, who 
is thoroughly familiar with the duties of a cabinet 
officer. 

Jelal peg is a felative of Jamal Beg Baban, 
Winister of Justice in the fomer oabinet, and a membor 
of the most powerful Kurdish tribo in the northeastern 
section of Iraq. Ho will no doubt, together with Jamal 
Beg, continue to ocoupy some important government posi- 
tion, probably a cabinet post, due to the Government's 
policy of appeasing the Kurds desire for autonomy by 
giving one of thoir influentiel leaders 4 post in the 
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9 to December 4, 1931. 
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December 11,1920 to October 1, 1921. Mutassarif of Kosul Liwa 
Hbruery-210.,,-2022--to-Ooteber-Sly-1923--kutassarifof-Baghdad-Lina- 
Qetober 31, 1923 to May Sl, 1924. Mayor of Baghdad Septembor 15, 


Ya4t-40-Tuby---16y--1925~---- slected-nember--of--Chambe: of. Deputies--on--- 
july 16, 1925. Appointed Consul General at Cairo on September 
§5,/2986-and--renained--et-~that-post-unti2 appointed Dineotos os soe, t 
General of Education on January 15, 1950. Consul General at Belru 
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RASHID EYG AL KHOSA 


Rashid Beg obtained the rank of Colonel in the 
Turkish army during the war. 

lie was removed from office on October 1, 1921 
while Mayor of Bughdad due it is alloged to his 
fadlure to control the polls of that oity and show 
an unanimous vote for King Faisal. 

In 1923 when Mosul was threatened by the Turks 
und u strong pro-turkish attitude was boing adopted 
by the residents in that Liwa, Rashid Beg was not 
considered strong enough to hundle the situation and 
Jatfar Pasha al Askeri was pent there os }ilitary sand 
Civil Governor, and Rashid Keg was transferred to 
Baghdad as Mutassurif. 


“hile o member of the Chamber of Daputics Rashid 


Beg joined the opposition party and was, during ono 


torm, thut Party's candidate for president of the 


Chumber, Lut was dofcatad. 


Rashida 


Rashid Beg was not at all pleased with his ap- 
pointucnt us Chargé d'affaires und consul Genoral at 
Heooa and has been in Baghdad since his appointment 
on August 1b, 1932 trying to have this assi mnment 
cunceled. ihen the present cabinet resigns, it is 
generally believed thst it 4s only a temporary one, 
Rashid Beg probably will be appointed to some dip- 
lomatio or consular post. He hopes thut the added 


influence of having been o cabinet member will onable 


him to obtain a post more to his liking than was his 
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THIR ZAID 


tmir Zaid is the fourth son of ex-King Hussein al 


“ yashimi of the Hejaz and the half brother of ring Faisal. 


His mother, who 49 still living, is 4 qurk. she was tte 


second wife of ex-King Hussein. pmir zgaid 1a fair of 


complexion and closely resembles his mother who is said 


to be uo very {intelligent women and a student of ynglish 
literature. 

ymir 7eld wos eduouted in Heje2z, turkey, ond Iingland. 
puring the war he was with his father in Mecca and on 
June 2, 1916 when his father, Ving Hussein, fired the 
first shot of the Arab rebellion, tnir Zaid was left in 
oharge of jrregular troops and ongaged in driving awey 
the Turks from He jaz torritorios, oxnibiting marked 
personel pravery during the oampaigns. lie romained in 
Hejaz ror some time helping in the administration of 
his father's Kingdom. pbout 1925 he cane to Raghdad 
and wes given the rank of colonel in the iraq Army. A 


few months Later King Ya isal sent him to Englend to 
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seem to substantiste this rumor, 

tuir Said 4s reported to be a rathor gay bachelor, 
somewhat sporty, and very muoh the “man about town". 
lie 48 popular ond very open-handad, 

Last suamer ing Faisal attempted to form a coali- 
tion cabinet with Emir raid as prime wvinister. This 
aot would have required a change in the constitution 
whioh provides that no rolative of the King oan become 


a member of the cabinet. King Faisal was well aware 


of this provision in tho constitution and was not advorse 


to having it chanyed in order to carry out his plan. 
liowever, this suggestion met with such violent opposi- 
tion from the leaders of both parties that King roeisal 
was compelled to abandon the idea. 

In addition to his salary from the Iraq Govornmont, 
mir aid has private inoome from his father's proper- 


ties in Egypte 
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